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Dorset Council wants YOUR views on 
its Local Plan – respond by 13 October 

3

NEWS

Bridport residents have a chance to comment 
on plans for the town’s future following Dorset 
Council’s launch of public consultations on two 
major county-wide strategies. The Local Plan 
and Local Transport Plan will shape the county 
over the next 15 to 20 years. 

Under the title ‘Dorset is Changing’, the consultations 
allow everyone to share their views about where and 
how future generations will live, work and travel. 
They cover a range of residents’ needs from affordable 
homes to job opportunities and better, greener ways of 
getting around. Every council in England is required by 
law to produce a Local Plan and Local Transport Plan 
to meet government targets and ensure sustainable 
development.   

The latest draft of the Local Plan, which sets out 
where new homes and businesses could be developed 
between 2026 and 2043, is now out for consultation 
following Dorset Council’s consideration of previous 
feedback. It includes new options for potential housing 
sites across the county, including 17 sites around 
Bridport where 2,251 houses could be built. 

The Local Transport Plan, developed with 
Bournemouth Christchurch Poole Council, will look at 
how to make travel across the county safer, cleaner and 
more reliable. 

A spokesperson for Dorset Council says: “We have 
tough housing targets to meet that the government has 
set, but I’m also mindful that we’re planning for real 
lives, not just numbers on a page.  

“The Local Plan is how we decide where homes go, 
what kind of communities we’re building and how we 
make sure future generations have what they need.  

“At the same time, we need to protect Dorset’s 
unique environment and character and make sure that 

How to take part
The Local Plan strategy documents are available to 
view at Bridport Library as well as online by using 
the links below.

To comment, and to view Local Plan documents 
covering housing, employment, travellers’ sites 
and renewable energy, visit the consultation 
portal here: www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/dorset-is-
changing. 

The housing-specific Local Plan document is 
here: www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/documents/d/
guest/appendix-a-opportunity-sites-for-housing  
– Bridport maps and information start on page 35.

Alternatively, you can request a paper feedback 
form by emailing planningpolicyconsult@
dorsetcouncil.gov.uk or writing to Dorset Council, 
County Hall, Colliton Park, Dorchester DT1 1XJ.

The deadline for responding to the consultation 
is Monday 13 October, so make sure you don’t miss 
this chance to have your say and influence future 
development in Bridport. 

the county grows in a way that’s fair, sustainable and 
based on what our communities actually need. 

“These are not just technical exercises. With growing 
pressure on local infrastructure, the decisions made 
now will shape Dorset for decades to come. We are 
determined to get it right and that means listening 
to the people who live and work here – so I’d urge 
everyone to take part.” 

Cllr Ian Bark, Chair of Bridport Town Council’s 
Planning Committee, says: “These proposals are not 
just about houses, but transport and infrastructure 
too. I urge everyone to read the plan and respond to 
Dorset Council with your feedback – it’s important to 
have your say on the policies that will shape the future 
of planning in our beautiful county. Bridport Town 
Council is also a consultee in this process and will be 
responding, having taken on board many comments 
from local residents.”

The public consultations began in mid-August and 
there was a pop-up consultation event in Bridport on 10 
September. The deadline for feedback and comments is 
Monday 13 October. 



CHURCH SERVICES

 SEPTEMBER 2025 – see below for an explanation of the abbreviations 

Date St Mary’s 
Bridport

St Swithun’s 
Allington

Holy Trinity 
Bothenhampton

Holy Trinity 
Bradpole

St Mary’s 
Walditch

St John’s 
West Bay

Wed 1 2.30pm HC
Thurs 2 10am Eucharist
Sun 5 
Harvest 
Festival

8am BCP HC
10am Parish 
Eucharist
4pm CC (hall)

 

Mon 6 10am MPR
Tues 7 2.30pm HC

Wed 8 2pm Centering 
Prayer* (hall)

Thurs 9
10am Eucharist
3.30pm Wild & 
Messy Church

Sun 12 
17th after 
Trinity

8am BCP HC
11am All-age 
HC (Harvest)

9.30am 
Eucharist

11am  
Harvest Praise 9.30am MP 11am MPR

(Harvest) 11am HC

Mon 13 10am MPR
Thurs 16 10am Eucharist

Sun 19 
18th after 
Trinity

8am BCP HC
11am MP
6.30pm 
Hospital 
Sunday (see 
opposite)

9.30am 
Eucharist 11am HC 9.30am HC 11am MPR

11am MPR
3pm  
Trafalgar Day 
service (see 
page 6)

Mon 20 10am MPR

Wed 22 2pm Centering 
Prayer* (hall)

Thurs 23 10am Eucharist

Sat 25
4pm Service 
of Wholeness 
& Healing

Sun 26 
Last after 
Trinity

8am BCP HC
11am HC 9.30am MPR 11am Matins 9.30am MP 11am HC 11am MPR

Mon 27 10am MPR
Thurs 30 10am Eucharist

4

HC = Holy Communion / BCP = Book of Common Prayer / CC = Contemplative Church / MP = Morning Praise / MPR = Morning Prayer
* Centering Prayer and Lectio Divina take place on alternate Wednesdays. For more details email carolinewhitaker@hotmail.com or 
yvonne.welch1943@gmail.com 

Music at St Swithun’s this autumn 
There are three recitals coming up this season at St Swithun’s Church, Allington.  
All are on Sundays starting at 3pm:
26 October	 Peter Shepherd (organ)
16 November	 Paul Cheater (organ)
23 November	 Nicholas Brown (piano) and James Olsen (cello)	
Admission is free with a retiring collection in aid of church funds. There’s free 
parking at the church. St Swithun’s also has one of its popular piano mornings on 
Saturday 11 October – see the advert on page 6 for details.
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COMMENT

Are you drinking enough? 
(Water, that is…)
I had become 
dehydrated and 
passed out. It was 
a fairly alarming 
occurrence to those 
around me, though.

That day I learned a 
salutary lesson that I 
must drink more water 
and carry a bottle with 
me. I encouraged this 
habit by purchasing a 
drinking water bottle in the Trading Post in South 
Street before it closed down. 

This course of events led me to reflect on just 
how important water is to our daily lives. In my 
role as chaplain at Bridport Community Hospital, I 
regularly take the water that is freely available. The 
patients always have a water jug on their bedside 
table and it is a powerful thing to do to pour out a 
drink for them.

Each year at St Luke’s Tide (18 October) we have 
our annual Hospital Sunday evensong service. 
This year’s service will be at St Mary’s Bridport 
on Sunday 19 October at 6.30pm, followed by 
refreshments.

And now for something different. As a parish 
we are privileged to have Dr Kathrine O’Brien as 
one of our newly appointed lay worship leaders. I 
will be ‘in conversation’ with Kathrine during the 
service to find out about some of her background 
working in the NHS and how her experiences have 
impacted her faith and her Christian life.

I will also have ‘oil for anointing’ available at the 
end of the service for anyone who wants to receive 
this ministry.

I hope and pray that you will be able to keep 
Hospital Sunday with us on the 19th.

In the words of Cardinal Newman, “Support us, 
O Lord, all the day long of this troublous life.”

May God’s grace and mercy be with you all.
The Revd Philip Ringer

Please note that our monthly service of Wholeness 
and Healing at St John’s West Bay will change 
to the earlier time of 4pm from this month, in 
anticipation of the clocks changing.

The Revd Philip Ringer

Books are pure 
analogue joy 
It’s rather embarrassing for 
me to admit in this public 
forum that I’m addicted to 
a game on my phone called 
Two Dots. 

At first I found it calming, a distraction from 
everyday pressures and the stress of deadlines. But 
now, several years in – and having progressed to 
level 5,880 – I must confess that the drawbacks 
outnumber the benefits. I still play, but it now 
leaves me feeling, well… soiled.

I know I should just go cold turkey and delete the 
app, but its dotty grip is strong and I find myself 
putting off that big step until another day. 

There’s a lot in the media at the moment about 
the pitfalls of spending too much time online, 
whether that means doomscrolling at bedtime or 
doing a colourful dot-joining puzzle. Many people I 
know are actively trying to limit their screen time. 
The internet is a powerful tool – but we can switch 
off our devices and find a better kind of joy offline.

For me, it turns out the antidote to that soiled 
feeling is very simple: a book. Even just half an 
hour’s reading gets rid of the ewww and resets my 
brain. I feel cleansed! I favour an actual book, made 
of paper, but I’m not snobbish about a Kindle (other 
e-readers are available). The words are the same.

Yes, books are great. When I was young I 
would pick up a book whenever I had a moment’s 
downtime, and on holiday I’d read all day (there 
was no internet then, of course). My new year’s 
resolution is always to read more, but my annual 
book count hovers stubbornly around 15 rather 
than the 40–50 I managed in my salad days.

Thank goodness, then, for the Bridport Literary 
Festival: rehab for the chronically online, and 
nirvana for lovers of the written word. It’s a 
glorious week of book-centred events, with 
speakers from Robert Macfarlane, Miranda Cowley 
Heller and Katharine Briggs to Mary Portas, 
Marina Warner and John Crace. There are special 
events for adults and children, too.

Turn to page 9 for our round-up of BridLit 
highlights, and page 11 for our interview with author 
and local celeb Martin Clunes. And when you come 
to a BridLit event, don’t forget to switch off your 
phone – for your own sake as well as everyone else’s. 

Olivia Daly
Editor
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LOCAL LIFE

BRIDGE LESSONS
Are you interested in learning bridge?

(or just need a refresher?)

To find out more, contact Martin on 01308 861120  
or email bridportbridgeclub@gmail.com

Bridport Bridge Club is starting a new  
course for beginners and returners

Classes will be held at Bradpole Village Hall
Mondays 2–5pm starting 13 October

With a free introductory lesson on 29 Sept

ROYAL NAVAL
ASSOCIATION

Bridport Branch

TRAFALGAR 
DAY SERVICE

St John’s Church
West Bay

Sunday 19th October at 3pm

Residents and visitors are welcome to join us

CARPET WORLD
Established 40 years

Carpet, vinyl, Oriental rugs & contract flooring
WE EMPLOY OUR OWN EXPERT FITTERS

Free fitting terms with free estimates and planning
Only at 52A West Street, Bridport (next to Waitrose)

01308 427081 ◆ www.carpetworld-bridport.co.uk

Help with Apple devices: Do you sometimes have a problem getting your iPhone, iPad or iMac to do 
exactly what you want? Apple Users Group (AUG) Wessex can help. The group meets once a month to share 
information and provide one-to-one help. Free open meeting on Tuesday 7 October at 7.30pm in the Skyrm 
Room, Public Hall, 8 Fleet Street, Beaminster DT8 3EF.  www.augwessex.org.uk
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TOWN COUNCIL NEWS

All aboard the WB1! West Bay 
Shuttle is a hit with passengers

This summer saw the launch of the WB1 West 
Bay Shuttle – a brand-new, £1 fare community 
bus linking Bridport with West Bay. 

Backed by the Western Gateway Sub-National 
Transport Body, Dorset Council and Bridport Town 
Council, the pilot service was initiated by West Dorset 
Commons to cut car use, reduce emissions and give 
residents and visitors a simple way to get between town 
and coast.

Although the shuttle is managed by the town council 
(to meet funder requirements), it’s operated by Dorset 
Community Transport, who also run the popular No. 7 
around-town market service.

The six-week summer timetable has been a clear 
success. Buses have been well used by people of all 
ages, from teenagers making the most of free travel to 
meet friends at the beach, to older residents using their 
bus passes to head into Bridport’s bustling Saturday 
market. Saturdays have proved the busiest, with steady 
demand across the day. Sundays remain popular, too, 
although evenings are quieter. In response, the shuttle 
has now switched to its autumn timetable, extending 
Saturday services so residents can reach the market in 
good time.

Running every half hour between South Street car 
park and the bus stop by The George in West Bay, 
with stops all along the route, the shuttle offers quick, 
affordable and environmentally friendly travel. Regular 
passengers are already getting to know their drivers 
– a sign of how quickly the service has become part of 
community life.

Behind the scenes, it’s taken hard work and 
coordination to get the project moving, but the rewards 
are already clear: better mobility, stronger local links, 
and a boost for the town economy. The WB1 is proof 
that when councils, community groups and residents 
pull together, a small bus really can make a big impact. 
As the pilot funding is only for nine months, we are 
looking at ways to extend the service beyond March.
Caroline Pearce, Project Manager, BTC

The autumn timetable is available online at  
www.bustimes.org (search ‘Bridport WB1’ to find the 
route). This timetable will operate until 2 November; 
the winter timetable will follow and may be the same, 
depending on demand. The fare is £1 per journey (bus 
passes accepted) and under-16s travel for free. 

Above: WB1 shuttle drivers Chris (left) and Steve 
Below: passengers on board the popular bus
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BRIDPORT LITERARY FESTIVAL
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There’s something for every book 
lover at this year’s BridLit
Tickets are going fast for Bridport Literary 
Festival, with many events selling out within 
days of going on sale.

The 21st annual festival takes place in and around the 
town from Sunday 2 to Saturday 8 November. You’ll 
find more details and ticket sales at www.bridlit.com 
and at Bridport Tourist Information Centre.

Here are just a few events to whet your appetite…

Andrew O’Hagan –  
On Friendship
From the bestselling author 
of Mayflies and Caledonian 
Road comes a heart-enriching 
celebration of what makes us 
great: our friends. In these 
gorgeous personal reflections, 
Andrew O’Hagan explores 
friendship through music and poetry, memory and 
history, illuminating the many ways and reasons that 
people come together, and how our lives are all the 
better because we do. In conversation with Nic Jeune.
Sunday 2 November at 12 noon / Electric Palace / £16

 
Tracy Borman – The Stolen Crown: Treachery, 
Deceit and the Death of the Tudor Dynasty
Thrilling new research reveals that, contrary to 
accepted belief, Elizabeth I died without formally 
naming an heir. James Stuart, in fact, seized the throne 
illegally, and history was re-written under his orders. 
This was a moment that changed the monarchy forever. 
In The Stolen Crown, Tracy Borman combines brilliant 
writing and vigorous research to tell a timeless story 
about iconic women, espionage, conspiracy and power.
Sunday 2 November at 4pm / Electric Palace / £16

 
John Suchet – In Search of Beethoven
In his second book on Beethoven, John Suchet traces 
the composer’s life from his early years in Bonn to 
his dying days in Vienna, a journey both literal and 
symbolic, to demonstrate the life-changing power of 
great music. Suchet draws from his own life as a foreign 
correspondent and news anchor to create a compelling 
and moving account of Beethoven’s life in an immersive 
tale of adventure and discovery. 
Sunday 2 November at 6pm / Electric Palace / £16

Claire Leslie Hall – Broken Country
With the movie rights already secured, this story is set 
to become a major production for 
Reese Witherspoon’s company. In 
a moving account of love, loss and 
family, the novel follows 17-year-
old Beth when she first meets 
Gabriel over a heady, intense 
summer. When Gabriel leaves, it 
is Frank who picks up the pieces, 
and he and Beth build a home and 
have a son. She feels sure this was 
the life she was supposed to lead. 
When Gabriel returns, however, all Beth’s certainty 
crumbles. In conversation with Lucy Brazier.
Tuesday 4 November at 2pm / The Bull Ballroom / £12

 
Manni Coe – Little Ruins: Rebuilding a Life
Manni Coe and his partner buy a crumbling but 
beautiful old farmstead in a remote valley in Andalusia. 
It’s perfect for their unconventional family of three: 
Jack, Manni and his brother Reuben, who has Down 
Syndrome. Despite the idyllic surroundings, Manni 
starts to realise that the scars from his childhood might 
not have healed, and a single terrible event threatens 

Alexander McCall Smith
This special event before 
the main festival features 
worldwide bestselling 
author Alexander McCall 
Smith, the man behind 
The No 1 Ladies’ Detective 
Agency series.

McCall Smith has written and contributed to more 
than 100 books, including short story collections, 
children’s and specialist academic titles. He is also 
known for the 44 Scotland Street novels, the Isabel 
Dalhousie collection, and the von Igelfeld books.

In conversation with writer Nikki May, he will 
entertain the Bridport audience with tales from the 
latest 44 Scotland Street novel, Bertie’s Theory of Ice 
Cream, and discuss In the Time of Five Pumpkins, 
the new novel in the detective agency series.
Thursday 23 October at 7pm / Electric Palace / £16





and community partners 
offer a range of taster 
activities, information about 
support and access, a 
community cafe and more.

The Forest School (11am–
3pm) is at the Harmony 
Community Allotment, 
offering free drop-in  
sessions focusing on the relationship between nature 
and mental health and how this benefits us.

At the Lyric Theatre there are free wellbeing drop-in 
sessions (11am–3pm) plus an evening gig (7–11pm) 
called ‘Exhale…’ with music and spoken word acts. 

Full details are online at www.theharmonycentre.org

BRIDPORT LITERARY FESTIVAL
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everything. Little Ruins is a heart-mending exploration 
of human connection, nature’s gifts and the power of 
love. In conversation with Jason Webster.
Tues 4 November at 6.30pm / The Bull Ballroom / £12

Tristan Gooley – Hidden Seasons: A Calendar 
of Nature’s Clues and Signs
Bestselling author Tristan Gooley is known for his 
breathtaking observational skills of the natural world, 
coupled with an infectious delight in translating them 
into words. In The Hidden Seasons, he shows us how to 
read the clues that the sun, moon, stars, plants, fungi, 
animals, water and weather give us – but that we miss 
because we don’t know how and where to look.
Thurs 6 November at 10am / Bridport Arts Centre / £14

Philip Hoare – William Blake and the Sea 
Monsters of Love
William Blake has inspired  
200 years of art, poetry and 
protest. Weaving between the 
historical, cultural and personal, 
Philip Hoare reveals a web of 
creative minds and artistic 
iconoclasts fired with Blake’s 
wild, revolutionary genius.  
This stirring and deeply felt 
book brings us back to Blake 
and shows that art still has the  
power to create positive change.
Thursday 6 November at 12 noon / Colfox School / £12

Ian Collins – Blythe Spirit: The Remarkable 
Life of Ronald Blythe
Drawing on unparalleled access to letters, notebooks, 
published works, and conversations from decades of 
friendship, Ian Collins tells the full story of Ronald 
Blythe. This sensitive portrait celebrates a fascinating 
man and casts new light on one of our greatest writers. 
In conversation with Caroline Montagu.
Thurs 6 November at 2pm / Bridport Arts Centre / £14

Andrew Lownie – Entitled: The Rise and Fall of 
the House of York
Packed full of extraordinary revelations, Entitled is 
the first joint biography of the Duke and Duchess of 
York. Drawing on four years of research and interviews, 
biographer Andrew Lownie chronicles their lives in 
parallel through childhood, courtship, careers and 
divorce. In conversation with Stuart Rock.
Friday 7 November at 12 noon / Electric Palace / £16

Emma Simpson and Vassos Alexander – 
Breaking Waves and Swimmingly
In discovering the joy of wild swimming, these two 
authors also discover the community and stories at its 
heart. Breaking Waves: Discovery, Healing and 
Inspiration in Open Water is an uplifting memoir about 
healing wounds, reclaiming a voice and discovering 
sisterhood. In Swimmingly: Adventures in Water, 
there’s magic in every stroke, alongside discussions of 
water quality and safety issues.
Thurs 6 November at 7pm / Bridport Arts Centre / £14

There’s something for everyone at BridLit continued 

‘And Breathe…’ on Saturday 11 October is 
Harmony’s special event to raise awareness of 
mental health support in the community and to 
celebrate World Mental Health Day.

From 10am to 3pm at The Harmony Centre there’s 
the free Wellbeing Marketplace, where practitioners 

David Brazier (DB Tutoring)
Experienced Teacher and ‘Award 
Winning’ Headmaster offering tutoring 
in English, Literacy & Revision Skills.

A level & GCSE English (Language & Literature)
General Revision Skills
Sessions online or in person (depending on location)
Email: teddytoff@me.com • Telephone: 07984 739553

‘And Breathe…’ to mark World Mental Health Day 
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In his new book, Martin Clunes 
proves life’s better with animals  
Actor and author Martin 
Clunes is quite a familiar face 
in these parts, as he lives in the 
countryside near Beaminster 
with his family and pops into 
Bridport fairly regularly.

He is appearing at this year’s 
Bridport Literary Festival talking 
to Jo Willett about his latest book, 
the delightful Meetings with 
Remarkable Animals. 

We caught up with Martin in 
advance of the festival to learn more 
about the book and to hear how 
important animals have been to 
him throughout his life and career. 

The Bridge: Your book Meetings 
with Remarkable Animals is full 
of examples of animals enriching 
human lives with their loyalty and 
intelligence. Which story did you 
find the most moving? 

Martin Clunes: The book is filled 
with stories that I find extremely 
moving, but without doubt the 
one that strikes a chord with me 
is the letter written by a soldier in 
the trenches to his family saying 
goodbye as he dies from his injuries 
and taking comfort from a similarly 
wounded pigeon that he holds 
tight. This sums up the point of 
the book, which is how we benefit 
immeasurably from sharing our life 
with animals. When I was recording 
the audio book, and we got to the 
section where I tell of putting our 
old mare down and showing her 
corpse to her field mate, my old boy 
Chester, it took me a few takes to 
get through it without choking up. 

TB: Do you think dogs have a sense 
of humour? Have you seen it in 
your own dogs?

IN THE POD

MC: I don’t think 
dogs possess a sense 
of humour in the way 
humans do, but they 
certainly seek out 
fun wherever they 
can and I find them 
incredibly funny. I 
never go for a walk 
with my dogs without laughing  
at something they’re up to.

TB: What do you think children 
learn from being brought up 
around animals?

MC: I believe that we are all born 
with an innate curiosity about the 
other animals that we share the 
planet with. Children love them, 
don’t they – a fact not wasted on 
Disney and all the rest. If we can 
capitalise on that interest and teach 
children the right way to show 
respect and care for animals, they 
can learn a great life lesson on how 
to approach and address the world 
as a whole.
 
TB: What advice would you give 
to a young actor taking a role that 
involved working with animals?

MC: Listen to the handlers – and 
if it’s Sonia Turner, who trained 
Dodger and Taffy for Doc Martin, 
strap in because you’re going 
to have one of the best work 
experiences of your career… I did. 

TB: Has living on a farm and 
keeping livestock changed your 
attitude to animals? Do you get 
attached to sheep in anything like 
the same way as you do to your pets?

MC: Absolutely, living 
and working with the 
animals on our farm 
has completely changed 
my appreciation and 
understanding of them. I 
never got attached to any 
of the sheep as they’re so 
annoying. Lambing was 
undoubtedly the best bit of 
keeping them (despite the 
hours) as lambs are lovely, 

but then they grow into sheep, 
which I find charmless but tasty.

TB: You live near Beaminster 
although many of our readers will 
have seen you out and about in 
Bridport. What do you most enjoy 
about the town?

MC: Bridport is the big city to us, 
coming from sleepy Beaminster. It’s 
a great source of stuff for us, like 
bread from Rise, and I never come 
to town without popping in to say 
hello to Phil Frampton, the Duke 
of Bridport. And we had a great 
time at the Melplash Show this year 
showing my young horse, Patrick.

Event 44, Saturday 8 November at 
6pm at the Electric Palace. Tickets 
£16 from www.www.bridlit.com

N
icky Johnston
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The town’s inaugural fundraising whist drive on 
12 September tempted lots of local card sharks 
to come to St Swithun’s Hall for a game or two.

The sessions are organised by Tan Cox, the drop-in 
coordinator at Bridport charity The Living Tree, and her 
colleague Denise. All profits from the whist drive will 
go to this charity, which since its founding in 2012 has 
been a vital source of support, information and friendship  
to local people living with cancer, and their family and friends.

“As well as whist, we also ran a cribbage table, and we hope  
to have a bridge table at the October session too,” says Tan.  
“We raised £18 for The Living Tree, including money from the 
sale of the charity’s merchandise.”

Whist drives are on the second Friday of each month – 
beginners and improvers 7–7.15pm and experienced 
players from 7pm. The drive starts promptly at 7.30pm. 
You don’t need to bring a partner. Entry is £5 to include 
raffle tickets. See the listing on page 26 for contact info. 

Fundraising whist 
drive draws a crowd

Pictured: Whist 
drive organisers 
Denise (left in 
photo) and Tan 
with Living  
Tree trustee 
Mark Cowling



Wednesday of each 
month, providing lifts 
when needed. Here, after 
worshipping together, 
we meet over a cup of tea and cake to connect with old 
friends and enjoy each other’s company. 

For people living in care homes or at home whose 
mobility prevents them from attending this service, we 
aim to take Holy Communion to them where they are. 

Over the years several elderly members of the 
congregation have moved from Bridport to live nearer 
their family. Last year, after 67 years in Bridport, Jane 
Dibdin moved from her large family home to a flat in 
Edinburgh near one of her sons. She decided that the 
collection of over 3,000 books that she and her late 
husband, Humphrey, had accumulated should be sold 
in aid of the church. In August and September the 
North Aisle was filled with boxes of books, which were 
also put out on the South Street pavement during the 
Saturday Coffee and Cake sale days. A good example of 
“…in trouble and in joy…” where Jane’s anxiety – the 
“trouble”– about increasing disability turned to the 
“joy” brought to so many in finding interesting books 
and turning that into a benefit for the church where she 
had worshipped for so many years. 

Through all the changing scenes of life,
in trouble and in joy, 
the praises of my God shall still 
my heart and tongue employ.

Peter Wright
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Through all the changing scenes of life…
As we move into autumn and enjoy the changing 
colours and the abundant harvest, it is a good time to 
reflect on the changing scenes of life as shown in the 
various activities at St Mary’s in recent weeks.

As Tots Time started again in September in Church 
House Hall, we welcomed new babies and toddlers as 
they began to explore the new and sometimes strange 
world that they had entered. Slowly confidence grows, 
friendships form, language develops and before long 
they are off to nursery. We aim to provide a safe space 
for children and their parents and carers as the children 
learn new skills through play and the adults share in 
the joys and challenges of bringing up children.

In our church services, we are looking at ways to 
include and encourage people from every “changing 
scene of life”. The Sunday School focuses on children 
of primary school age. At the start of the service the 
children gather at the front of the church before the 
congregation and light their candle, reminding them 
that Jesus Christ is the light of the world. We pray for 
them, then they take the candle to their room at the 
back of the church where, through a combination of 
activities, games and teaching, they learn more about 
this light. Often towards the end of the service they will 
come and share their learning with the congregation. 

Sunday 12 October is our Harvest All-Age Holy 
Communion service, where we will aim to engage 
people of all ages in leading this service of thankfulness 
for God’s gifts of creation. 

At the other end of “the changing scenes of life,” 
particularly for the elderly or disabled who find 
attending church on a Sunday too big a challenge, 
we hold an afternoon communion service on the first 

ST MARY’S Bridport

Parish editor – Peter Wright 456967
Director of music – Tim Linsley  

07830 308701
Tower captain – Bob Hardwick 420632

Covid-19 made an impact in many 
ways, and a lot of our regular 
donors haven’t been able to 
support the church as they once 
did. If you can make a donation, 
whatever you can give, you’ll be 
helping to maintain our beautiful 
church and its ministry in the heart of Bridport.

Bridport Town Council
CENTRAL WARD  

Contact 01308 456722
enquiries@bridport-tc.gov.uk

Pictured: The 3,000 
books in Jane and 

Humphrey Dibdin’s 
collection have been  
up for sale recently,  
with proceeds going  

to the church

At the moment there’s no ward clerk for 
Central Ward. If you’re a Central resident and you 
want to contact the town council about something 
in the ward, you can use the email address or phone 
number above. 



PARISH PAGES

14

Garden working party
Saturday 18 October at 2pm

The Old Churchyard

Please help tidy up these lovely grounds. 
Bring your own gardening 
gloves and tools to edge 
memorial stones, weed and 
strim uncut and overgrown 
areas, and cut dead wood.  
Work areas will be allocated  
on arrival according to ability 
and tools brought.

HOLY TRINITY  
Bothenhampton

Parish editor – Barbara Ffooks 423122
Children & youth worker –  

Jean Mitchell 422127
Director of music – vacancy

From the parish editor
On Sunday 12 October we shall be celebrating Harvest 
at Holy Trinity. While many of us enjoyed the warm, 
sunny weather over the summer, farmers struggled 
with the heat and lack of rain, and we need to give 
thanks for their work. The 11am service will be followed 
by a harvest ploughman’s lunch in church.

 The coffee morning in September was one of the best 
ever with a record number of people meeting together 
and enjoying one another’s company over a hot drink 
and a biscuit or two. The next coffee morning in Holy 
Trinity is on Saturday 4 October, 10am until 12 noon. 
The proceeds go towards the upkeep of the church.

 Talented residents of Bothenhampton have been 
working through the summer in a variety of ways to 
produce images of our much-loved village. Now we can 
all see the fruits of their labours at an exhibition in the 
village hall on Sunday 19 October. Do come and enjoy 
what our neighbours have created. The exhibition is 
open from 2pm till 5pm.

  Now that we are well into autumn, we are tidying 
our gardens ahead of the winter. The Old Churchyard 
needs tidying up, too, and volunteers are needed to 
help keep it in good order. The working party will meet 
on Saturday 18 October at 2pm. Please bring gloves and 
some tools if you have them.

 Those of us who have been to a performance by 
the This Is My Theatre company will know what a 

marvellous group they are, and certainly well worth 
seeing. They will be returning to Holy Trinity on 
Thursday 27 November to perform Great Expectations 
by Charles Dickens. Please see the advert on page 6 for 
booking details.

 The film evening is normally on the last Saturday of 
the month, but as the village hall is unavailable on that 
day in October the date has been changed. The next 
film showing will now be on Saturday 18 October, when 
the film is likely to be either The Penguin Lessons or 
The Ballad of Wallis Island.

 Don’t forget – British Summer Time ends on Sunday 
26 October when clocks should be put back one hour.
Barbara Ffooks

FILM NIGHT in Bothenhampton Village Hall
Saturday 18 October – title to be confirmed

Doors open 7pm, film starts at 7.30pm
Admission £5

Refreshments available
Please book by emailing lcnc2413@outlook.com

ST MARY’S Walditch
Parish editor – James Craddock 458725

walditchbridgejsc@outlook.com 
Verger – Pat Stapleton 456421

If you have any pastoral or personal  
issues, please contact the  

Revd Ann Ayling on 424896

Walditch Village Hall
In September 1992, those present at a public meeting 
overwhelming agreed to accept a kind offer by the 
Diocese of Salisbury to lease the hall next to the church 
in Walditch to the village. The lease was granted a few 
years later. 

A committee was formed to look after the maintenance 
and management of the building, which at the time was 
called St Mary’s Church Hall. This committee still exists 
– although the building is now known as Walditch 
Village Hall – and organises events and activities with 
the aim of creating a community spirit in the village.



PARISH PAGES

15

Thelma’s hymn notes
Lord of the Harvest
The words and music of the three-verse harvest 
hymn Lord of the Harvest are by Jancis Harvey, an 
accomplished musician and exceptional folk singer.

The opening verse is simple and moving, making 
it suitable for all ages:

Give thanks for the sun
The wind and the rain
And thanks for the crops
That feed us again
The corn safely cut is gathered inside.
We thank You O Lord that you can provide.

There is also a simple refrain, which gives a gentle, 
profound theological statement:

Lord of the harvest, Lord of the field,
Give thanks now to God in nature revealed.
When writing the hymn in 1982, Harvey had 

struggled for a week with various ideas and was just 
about to give up. Then, she says, the whole song 
presented itself, so complete that she felt someone 
else must have written it.

Harvey’s other commissions have included a song 
called Road to Emmaus, written for the opening of 
the first Emmaus Community in the UK in 1992. 
She also composed A Shoebox Full of Wishes for the 
women of Croatia in 1997 as the result of a shoebox 
appeal in Cambridgeshire. 
Thelma Pulman, organist at St Mary’s Walditch

Pictured left: Walditch residents at the village hall’s 
Happy Hour event on a sunny evening in August
Below: Walditch Village Hall

These events over the years have included village 
garden competitions, New Year’s Eve parties, and 
celebrations for national events such as the late Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee and the VE Day commemoration.

A very popular event has been Happy Hour, to which 
residents bring their own drinks and savouries to share. 
The ‘hour’ often extends to three!

Working with St Mary’s Church, the hall committee 
encourages villagers to take part in carol singing 
around the village during Advent and Christmas.

To help with the costs of running the hall, the 
committee organizes a popular monthly draw, which 
raises £600 annually.

Several local organisations and clubs use the hall for 
their activities, including art, table tennis, calligraphy, 
circle dancing and gardening. It is also used by WoW 
(Women of Walditch).

If you or your organisation are interested in hiring 
the hall, either regularly or for a one-off event, contact 
details are in the Hall Bookings section on the inside 
front cover of this magazine.

Angela Addis has voluntarily maintained the small 
front garden at the hall for a number of years but 
cannot do so any longer. It is not an onerous task, just 
occasional weeding and pruning. Angela can explain 
more fully what’s needed, so please contact me if you 
are interested and I will put you in touch with her.
James Craddock
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Bridport Town Council
BOTHENHAMPTON & 

WALDITCH WARD  
Ward clerk – Jo Hughes

bandw.ward@bridport-tc.gov.uk

Contacting your ward clerk 
If you’re a resident in the Bothenhampton & Walditch 
Ward and you want to report or discuss something in 
the ward, you can contact ward clerk Jo Hughes using 
the email address on the left.

You can also find ward news and information on 
Facebook by following the page Bothenhampton & 
Walditch Ward Partnership.

Jo will be back next month with news from the ward. 

HOLY TRINITY Bradpole
Parish editor – Douglas Baldwin 424232 
douglas.baldwin@seaside20.plus.com
Bell enquiries – Wendy Carnell 420716  

htbrabells@parishofbridport.org
For pastoral or personal issues, please 
contact the Revd Janis Moore 425644 

(Wednesday is her day off)

Village hall AGM
The annual general meeting will be held in the hall at 
7pm on Monday 20 October. Everyone is welcome.

The trustees will be looking for another person to 
join the board and fill a vacancy created by Dawn 
Adwick, who will resign at the meeting. Dawn has 

served the community 
in this capacity for many 
years, and the trustees are 
very grateful for that.

The hall has recently 
undergone some 
redecoration and is 
now looking very smart 
(pictured). There are also 
some new tables, which 
are easier to set up and 
put away.

The Friends of Holy Trinity
Following their successful gig in the church in May 
last year, there will be a welcome return of The Red 
Kyte Band on Friday 3 October at 7pm. The band will 
play an eclectic mix of music from the 60s and beyond. 
Booking is essential for catering purposes – see details 
in the advert above.

Village lunch club
The club will be having lunch at Long’s Fish & Chips on 
Tuesday 21 October at 12 noon. Numbers are restricted 

so please contact Thelma Pulman (458533) for more 
details if you have not already booked. Everyone is 
welcome to join the club.

Other groups
The Mothers’ Union will meet at 2.30pm on Tuesday 
21 October and the Craft Group will meet on Thursdays 
2 and 16 October. Contact Daphne King (427552) for 
more details.

Tots@Ten  
Pre-school children are welcome to join others, with 
parents and carers, normally every Wednesday during 
term time at 10am in the church where there are toys 
to play with and lots of space. Refreshments are served. 
There is no charge. 

Bradpole Forster Village Hall
The main hall is available for hire by local community 
groups and for private events and is fully accessible 
with facilities for disabled people. Hall bookings can be 
made online at www.hallbookingonline.com/bradpole.

Bradpole Buzz Group
In October the group will meet on Wednesdays 
10 and 29, and Saturday 18. We’d love practical 
help with planting as well as offers of wild plants 
and seeds from your garden, suggestions and general 
support. For more information, phone Rose Van den 
Akker (425756) or email bradpolebuzz@gmail.com.

The Friends of Holy Trinity Bradpole present

An evening of live music from the 60s & beyond with

The Red Kyte Band
Friday 3 October at 7pm in Bradpole Church

£12 per person to include a cheese platter

Drinks by donation

Booking essential: tel 07503 167717 
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south on the mainland to 
convert the pagan Picts 
– and Columba and his 
monks were immensely 
successful in this 
endeavour.

Meanwhile, the Anglo-
Saxons had created a new 
country – which would 
become England – in the 
formerly Roman Britain. 
It was made up of seven 
‘petty kingdoms’: East 
Anglia, Essex, Kent, 
Mercia, Sussex, Wessex 
and Northumbria. 
Everyone worshipped 
pagan gods in a brutal, 
militaristic society dedicated to war and plunder.

A prince named Oswald came to power in 
Northumbria. He was a Christian and saw that there 
was no church in his kingdom, so he set about helping 
his people to embrace the Gospel. In 635, Oswald sent a 
request to Iona for a bishop to establish the faith. 

Aidan was chosen for the job. He was known for his 
outstanding gentleness, holiness and moderation in 

The ward clerk writes...
Those of you who live in the roads that could be 
included in the proposed 20mph speed limit area have 
received a copy of the survey form inside this issue of 
the magazine. 

Please complete the form online via the QR code, or 
fill in the hard copy and return it to the Bridport Town 
Council offices at Mountfield. 

Alternatively you can go along to the community 
engagement event at the Co-op on Saturday 18 October 
(10am to 12 noon) and give your completed survey 
form to your ward councillors there. The closing date 
for the survey is Friday 24 October.

Dorset Council is also consulting on the proposed 
Dorset Local Plan and Transport Plan. For more 
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Pictured: St Aidan 
depicted in a stained glass 

window at Holy Cross 
Monastery, New York
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Bridport Town Council
BRADPOLE WARD 

Ward clerk – Sandy Goldsmith  
07944 523084

bradpole.ward@bridport-tc.gov.uk

information, visit www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk and 
search ‘Local Plan consultation’. The consultation 
closes on Monday 13 October. 

The Bradpole Buzz group members have been busy 
over the last few months trying to keep our green open 
spaces in tip-top condition for residents and wildlife. If 
you’d like to get involved, there’s more information and 
contact details in the Bradpole parish column on the 
opposite page.

To get in touch about anything in the ward, please 
email me at bradpole.ward@bridport-tc.gov.uk.
Sandy Goldsmith

ST SWITHUN’S Allington
Parish editor – James Craddock

allingtonbridgeswc@outlook.com 
Distribution – Kevin Payne 07976 534517

payne.kevin6@gmail.com
Verger – Graham Williams 07969 826430

graham_williams11@sky.com

Who was St Aidan?
The theme of the Franciscan Prayer Service on 31 August 
was St Aidan – but who was this saint? Throughout the 
Christian church’s history, its adherents have gone to 
many places and done many things, imperfectly and 
fallibly but with humble willingness to follow Jesus’ 
teachings regardless of what it cost them, trusting that 
He would use even their weak efforts to accomplish 
His work. Their lives and experiences can still inspire, 
inform, challenge and guide us, even today, and St 
Aidan is remembered many centuries after his death.

Born in Ireland in 590, Aidan became a monk on the 
small Scottish island of Iona, at an influential monastery 
founded in 563 by an Irish monk, St Columba. The 
monastery became a base for missionaries travelling 
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his religious zeal, proclaiming the Gospel by deeds 
rather than words – just like Jesus, his master.

Wherever he travelled, Aidan spoke to all, regardless 
of status. When converts gave him money, Aidan did 
not hoard this wealth but gave it to the poor. He bought 
slaves and freed them, and he spoke directly to the rich 
and powerful, encouraging a Christian way of life.

Aidan walked in the faith. None of this was really his 
work alone, but Christ at work in and through him. He 
practised what he preached, knowing that what mattered 
wasn’t who you know, or your wealth or influence, but 
that Christ saves us by his complete self-giving. The life 
of St Aidan is an example of what society could be like.

St Aidan founded the monastery of Lindisfarne (Holy 
Island) and was buried there in 651. He is the patron 
saint of Northumbria.

Cathrine O’Brien, one of our lay worship leaders, 
took the service and recited the prayer of St Aidan:

Leave me alone with God as much as may be.
As the tide draws the waters close in upon the shore,
Make me an island, set apart,
alone with you, God, holy to you.
Then with the turning of the tide
prepare me to carry your presence to the busy 
world beyond,
the world that rushes in on me
till the waters come again and fold me back to you.

James Craddock

Saturday’s country fair will include stalls, speakers, a 
marquee, activities and craft demonstrations. For more 
information, follow their Facebook page Celebrate 
2026 Allington Hill. If you’d like to be involved in the 
event, please contact the Hillbillies directly.

Our next meeting will be in October but at the time 
of writing this no date or venue has been set so please 
keep an eye on our Facebook page, the ward’s page 
on Bridport Town Council’s website, or noticeboards 
around the ward. After this we will not meet again until 
the new year.
Amy Stephenson 

The ward clerk writes...
We start with a thank you to the Bridport Town 
Council grounds team for installing a new piece of play 
equipment at Cherry Tree Play Area. This area has 
had a ‘gap’ for many years and it was great to finally 
fill it with something that residents had suggested – a 
climbing structure. We hope it will be well used.

In August, our resident volunteers who help look 
after Court Orchard Community Park borrowed a water 
bowser from the town council so they could give the 
orchard area a good watering, as the intense sun had 
not been kind to the newly planted trees. The new town 
clerk, Sally, gladly gave a helping hand.

The Allington Hillbillies had a successful stall at the 
Melplash Show (pictured below) selling things they had 
made (and some items are still available to buy from 
their website). All the money raised is going towards 
funding their country fair on Saturday 2 May next year. 
The fair is part of a two-day event called Celebrate 

2026, which starts 
on Friday 1 May 
with community 
activities including 
youth projects in the 
afternoon and local 
food, entertainment 
and a beacon 
in the evening. 

Bridport Town Council
WEST & ALLINGTON WARD  

Ward clerk – Amy Stephenson
bridportwest.ward@bridport-tc.gov.uk

Above: Volunteers at Court 
Orchard Park used a council 
bowser to water the orchard 
during the long hot summer. 

Right: this climbing structure 
has been installed at Cherry 

Tree Play Area. Below left: the 
Allington Hillbillies had a  
stall at the Melplash Show 

ST SWITHUN’S Allington continued…
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News from St John’s 
Regular Sunday services are held at St John’s as well as 
Morning Prayer every Monday at 10am, with a monthly 
Service of Wholeness and Healing on the fourth 
Saturday of every month at 4pm (note the earlier start 
time for the autumn and winter months). 

 
West Bay WI
The regular Knit & Natter session will take place on 
Wednesday 1 October from 10am to 12 noon. At the 
meeting on Wednesday 8 October (2.30–4.30pm) the 
WI will welcome back Dena Selby, who will be sharing 
some Christmas crafting projects.

If you are interested in joining the WI, please contact 
either Alison Ridge on 01308 897293 or Maggie 
Hooper on 07720 056310.

Round and about the Bay 
Another holiday season has come to an end and things 
have returned to normal. The good weather meant 
that all the major events in and around West Bay went 
ahead in glorious sunshine – except of course for the 
torchlight parade, which needs darkness. One wonders 
how much longer this event will continue... lots of kids 
holding lit torches as they walk from Bridport to West 
Bay will no doubt raise some Health & Safety issues 
sooner or later! Jurassic Fields went ahead under new 

management in the fields behind Broomhills nursery. 
The Melplash Show must have had record numbers 
visiting as the car park was absolutely full, but at least 
it wasn’t too hot for the animals. The campers and 
the fair finished for the season at the beginning of 
September, so the fields now look incredibly bare.

I thought I would write a short piece about the 
Methodist Church, now the Discovery Centre, as some 
people might not be aware of its history. In the early 
19th century, open-air preaching took place on the 
quayside in West Bay (weather-dependent, I presume!) 
although after the formation of the Wesleyan Society 
in 1828 the congregation grew and land was made 
available to build a small church. This building cost 
£200 to build and was known as The Chapel on the 
Beach (pictured above). As with so many churches, 
congregations dwindled and it ceased to be a place 
of worship in 2006. The freehold was transferred to 
Bridport Area Development Trust in 2012 to be used 
for the community. There’s more information in the 
Discovery Centre about the building’s history. 

The Lord Lieutenant and his guests presented the 
King’s Award for Voluntary Service to the Discovery 
Centre volunteers in September. After the very busy 
summer holidays the centre reverted to six-day opening 
and will continue with these hours during October.

The WB1 bus ran through the summer and the good 
news is that the service will operate into next year (see 
the ward clerk’s report overleaf). Saturday hours were 
extended so people could get into town for the market. 
This was particularly good news for those going to the 
Hat Festival and I was lucky enough to catch up with 
some revellers catching the midday bus. One couple, 
who visit regularly from Birmingham, timed their visit 
to coincide with the festival. They were dressed as 
characters from Peaky Blinders in memory of her dad. 
Another local mother and daughter also used the bus 
and wore very colourful hats and outfits (pictured left).

Congratulations must go to a team from the Bridport 
Gig Rowing Club who entered the ‘Monster the Loch’ 
race in their boat, Blaez. As the name of the race 

ST JOHN’S West Bay
Parish editor – Sue Pollock  

07903 558568
Chapel warden –  

Rosemary Russell 423013 

The Chapel on the Beach, 
photographed in 1900

Pictured: costumed revellers take the bus into 
Bridport for the Hat Festival in September
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ST JOHN’S West Bay continued...

Bridport Town Council
WEST BAY WARD  

enquiries@bridport-tc.gov.uk

The ward clerk writes… 
With summer now behind us, it’s nice to reflect on 
some of the memories that were made. 

We were lucky enough to have a seal at West Bay who 
decided to stay around the area delighting tourists and 
residents alike. Dolphins were spotted in the bay, too. 

West Bay Summer Market held its weekly sessions 
at The Salt House and on Fisherman’s Green, with lots 
of delightful things for sale. The torchlight procession, 
which finished at West Bay with a bonfire and amazing 
fireworks, was a highlight of the summer as usual and 
extremely well attended. The fabulous Melplash Show, 
in fields near West Bay, was blessed with good weather 
and a fine turnout, as well as many happy faces and full 
tummies thanks to all the yummy food stands.  

The Discovery Centre organised various free activities 
for children as well as interesting displays, exhibitions 
and walks. They also celebrated their seventh birthday 
– they have welcomed over 139,000 visitors since 
opening in 2018. The centre also hosted a beach 

clean, when 11 volunteers collected a large amount of 
rubbish. The next beach clean is on Sunday 19 October, 
so if you’d like to come along and help clean up our 
beautiful beaches, have a look at the centre’s Facebook 
page for more info. Equipment is provided. 

The new West Bay Shuttle bus has been a fantastic 
addition over the summer months, taking tourists and 
residents back and forth between Bridport and West 
Bay for just £1 – and children go free! This amazing 
service will continue until at least March 2026 and 
possibly beyond that, depending on ticket sales.

The next ward meeting is on Wednesday 12 
November at 6.30pm at The Salt House.
Amy Stephenson

suggests, it is held annually on Loch Ness, so it was a 
long trip up there. It’s a mass-participation boat race 
for all types of seaworthy human-powered craft. The 
Loch is 21 miles long and 1 mile wide although the 
depth is unknown! The fastest time was 2hrs 31min by 

a couple on a double surfski. Well done to the Bridport 
team, who according to Facebook still had the energy to 
hit the ceilidh dance floor afterwards.
Sue Pollock 

Upcoming events in West Bay
25 October	 Bonfire Night from 4pm on East Beach

Above: West Bay Shuttle driver Aron and his bus 

Bridport UNITED CHURCH
Minister – The Revd Jane Wilson  

01308 341159 
Church secretary – Jane Clinton 

bucchurchsec@gmail.com
Church bookings – Sue Herman 422598

bucoffice1@gmail.com

New connections in the church community
Worship has taken place in our beautiful building on 
East Street for many years – in fact since 1860, when it 
was established as a Congregational church.

Bridport United Church 
began in its current form in 
1972, when the local United 
Reformed and Methodist 
churches came together in a 
Local Ecumenical Partnership. 
As such, we are part of the Methodist Dorset South 
and West Circuit (DSW) and the URC Wessex Synod. 

Through these connections we meet  
and worship with members of 

other churches in our local area, 
while ministers and lay people 

Left: the logo of the Methodist 
Dorset South and West Circuit
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visit other churches in the circuit to preach and lead 
worship. The circuit and synod leaders also support 
and advise individual churches on building regulations, 
fundraising, safeguarding and other legal matters.

The DSW has recently grown to include four 
churches that were formerly in the Yeovil & 
Blackmore Vale Circuit. At the end of August this year, 
representatives of all the DSW churches, new and old, 
got together at United Church Dorchester to welcome 
and celebrate the expansion of the circuit.

During the service, representatives of each church 
were asked to place a symbol of their church on a table 
in the middle of the church. These symbols included 
posters advertising some of the churches’ many 
outreach activities; a bucket and spade symbolising 
children’s beach summer camps; evidence of Eco 
Church awards; and even a cream tea as a symbol of 
that church’s hospitality! 

In celebration of the new-look circuit, these 
prayerful words were shared: “We celebrate your 
life-transforming power we have experienced, ever 
recreating us to conform to your image. We celebrate 
the glorious privilege 
of belonging to your 
church, being made 
members of the body 
of Christ. We celebrate 
the work of your spirit 
in the communities 
we are part of, and 
indeed throughout 
the world you have so 
purposefully and lovingly created, working ceaselessly 
until all things are brought under Christ.”

So what does the merger with these churches mean 
for Bridport United Church? Well, we will continue 
to worship together and serve our local community as 
always, but we now have another minister and more lay 
workers in the circuit and many other Christians with 
their own personal stories and testimonies to share.  

It is wonderful to learn from other people about their 
experience of faith and how that manifests itself in 
their churches.

We are excited by the opportunities arising from this 
merger and look forward to welcoming some of our 
new friends to Bridport over the coming months – and 
hopefully visiting them in their own churches when we 
have the chance.
Jane Clinton, BUC member

October services at Bridport United Church:
Sunday 5	 10.30am	 The Revd Peter Clark 
					   Morning Worship & 		
					   Holy Communion
	 4pm	 Soul Space
Sunday 12	 10.30am 	 Roger Phillips
					   Morning Worship
Sunday 19	 10.30am	 The Revd Jane Wilson
					   Morning Worship
Sunday 26	 10.30am	 David de Gruchy 
					   Morning Worship

Regular events
Mondays 	 9.30–11am	 Little Lambs toddlers 		
					   group (term time only)
Wednesdays	 9.30–10am	 Prayer meeting in church
	 10am–noon	 Coffee morning in the hall
Wednesdays	 12.30pm	 Lunch Club (4th only) 		
					   Please book on 422598
Thursdays	 2.30–4pm	 Friendship Club (3rd only) 
	 3.30–5.30pm	Messy Church (4th only)
Saturdays	 10am–noon	 Coffee morning in the hall
	 9–11.30am	 Big Breakfast in the hall 
					   (4 and 25 October)

For more details of our services and other events, please 
visit our website www.buc.cool or our Facebook page.

We have a number of rooms available for hire. For 
more information and to make a booking, please 
contact Sue Herman: bucoffice1@gmail.com.

21

PARISH PAGES

Marriage: a reflection of the love of God
As a deacon in the Catholic Church, one of my greatest 
privileges is to officiate at wedding ceremonies. It is 
always special meeting couples who are about to set 
off together on the wonderful journey of married life. 
Even in an age when sadly many marriages fail, it is 
heartwarming to know that so many people still believe 
in marriage and want to commit to each other. 

Just this morning I received a card from a couple 
whose marriage I celebrated three months ago. They 
had contacted me to say how much they were enjoying 

St MARY & St CATHERINE 
Roman Catholic Church

Parish priest – Fr Colin Groombridge
colin.groombridge@prcdtr.org.uk  

Presbytery 424754 
Secretary – Faith Leborgne 422594 

bridport@prcdtr.org.uk



married life and how preparing for their wedding day 
had brought them even closer together, recognising 
that far more important than the wedding day was the 
start of a journey together. How good is that?!

Two weeks ago, my wife and I were invited to the 
golden wedding of some family friends. They met 
at school, married in their teens and wanted to get 
family and friends together to celebrate their love for 
each other and all those who had contributed to their 
married life. Their marriage is a success story, their 
relationship has blossomed over the years and they 
now have 5 children and 11 grandchildren.

Looking at this couple in their late 60s, I’m sure they 
would agree that they are very different people from 
those who met as 15- and 16-year-olds and when they 
married a few years later. While still in their formative 
years, they recognised in each other something that 
made them want to dedicate their whole life to each 
other. Even though they couldn’t predict what the future 
had in store, they promised to love, comfort, honour 
and protect, while forsaking all others, faithfully, as long 
as they both shall live. That promise to be faithful, no 
matter what, is surely what true love is all about.

In the First Letter to the Corinthians, Chapter 13 
– which couples often choose as a reading on their 
wedding day – we read a beautiful description of love. 
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We are reminded that 
love is patient and kind. It 
does not envy, it does not 
boast, it is not proud. It 
does not dishonour others, 
it is not self-seeking, it is 
not easily angered, it keeps 
no record of wrongs. We 
are reminded that when 
two people totally dedicate 
themselves to each other, 
their relationship is a 
wonderful gift, not just to each other but to all those 
who are fortunate enough to encounter them. 

In showing others an example of love in action, 
we can also gain a glimpse into the love God has for 
each of us. A love that has no conditions; a love that is 
completely self-giving. May we continue to appreciate 
and celebrate the great gift that is married love.
Deacon Mark Brown

Sunday Mass is at 10am at the Roman Catholic 
church in Victoria Grove and is streamed online at 
www.bridportcatholics.org.uk and on the Bridport 
Catholic Parish Facebook page. 

For updates about Sunday and weekday Mass, see  
the weekly newsletter on the website or look for 
updates on Facebook.

We are a member church of the UK Evangelical 
Alliance and an Ichthus Link Church. 

We meet for worship every Sunday at 10.30am and at 
various times during the week. 

We seek to bless the community of Bridport with the 
Good News of Jesus, and everyone is assured of a warm 
welcome at our Sunday services or when joining in any 
of our activities.

Our usual pattern of activities is as follows (it varies 
during church festivals such as Christmas – see online 
for details: www.bridportchristianfellowship.org).  
Mondays: Meals Outreach Project for those who find 
themselves in difficult times. 

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
King’s Lane (in East St car park)

Office 424437 • David Collins 458227
info@bridportchristianfellowship.org
www.bridportchristianfellowship.org

Tuesdays: House groups meet at 2–3pm, 2.30–4pm 
and 7.30–9.30pm.
Wednesdays: House groups meet at 10.30am–12 
noon and another at 7–9pm. Precious Ones Baby & 
Toddlers Group, for under-4s and their parents or 
carers, meets in the church at 9.30–11.30am.
Fridays: Come along and join in our Art Group, 
10am–12 noon. You don’t have to be brilliant at art!
Saturdays: Pray Chat coffee bar with free tea, coffee 
and cake, 10am–12.30pm.
Sundays: 10.30am–12 noon is our weekly service.
On the first Sunday in the month, we share a meal or 
BBQ after the service.

ROMAN CATHOLIC Church continued…
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Bridport QUAKER MEETING 
The Meeting House  

97 South Street
Correspondent – Jeni Edwards  

538105 / jeni.edwards69@gmail.com

Witnessing for peace
On Saturdays at 12 noon, you can see groups of people 
standing silently on the street for a while. On the first 
and third Saturdays they are on East Street, while on 
the fourth Saturday they are on South Street (and in 
Beaminster on the third Saturday). What’s it all about?

As I read up for this article, I learnt that 21 September 
is the United Nations International Day of Peace. In a 

BEACON CHURCH 
Priory Lane, Bridport

Church office 456031
office@beaconchurchbridport.co.uk
www.beaconchurchbridport.co.uk

Bridport Community Kitchen
This month I just want to highlight the wonderful 
work the Community Kitchen team does at Beacon 
Church Bridport. They work so hard to make delicious, 
healthy, nutritious meals each week, often using locally 
grown produce. The volunteers have such a heart to 
help and serve all those who come into the Community 
Kitchen. Thank you, all of you, for your hard work and 
dedication. You make it a truly special place to be. 

Also thank you to all the other services that help to 
support us financially and with food across Bridport. 
Your contributions make such a huge difference to us 
as we support all the guests of the Community Kitchen, 
and we greatly appreciate everything you do for us. 
Seb Gawen 

The Community Kitchen is open Wednesday 
and Friday every week from 10.30am to 2pm. 
Please feel free to drop in for a chat and a meal. 

If you would like to support the Community 
Kitchen by volunteering, please email office@
beaconchurchbridport.co.uk. Or you can help 
financially: a monthly donation is particularly useful 

world that seems to be filling up with war, why didn’t 
we shout that from the rooftops? There are appeals for 
money for those affected by war, and the news is full  
of people fighting and others suffering because of the 
fighting… is there anything we can do to show that we 
are on the side of peace?

Maybe the best way to make the point in this noisy 
world is to stand in silence. Quakers have a long history 

as it helps us to budget and sustain the Community 
Kitchen into the future. If you are able to give anything, 
it is hugely appreciated. Our bank details are as follows:
Sort code: 08-92-99 
Account number: 65773479 
Reference: Kitchen
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of working for peace with conscientious objection to 
fighting when war has broken out. But how, when we live 
in comparative peace, can we act on our commitment to 
live “in the virtue of that life and power that takes away 
the occasion of all wars” (Advices and Queries 1.31)? 
Perhaps silence is the only way. Do join us.

Meeting is held at the Meeting House on South 
Street at 10.30am for an hour on Sunday mornings and 
10.30am for half an hour on Wednesday mornings. All 
are welcome. 

The Quaker website at www.bridportquakers.org 
contains all the information you need to book a room 
for an event or to find out more about us.
Jeni Edwards

Get involved: local clubs, groups & societies
Please contact the editor (details on page 2) if you’d 
like your group to appear here. Entries are free 
but are limited to a few lines and are for non-profit 
community groups and clubs and their events (not 
ticketed events such as concerts). Unless otherwise 
stated, all phone numbers are Bridport (01308).

Bridport & District Allotment Society (BADAS) is 
open to all. Membership is £5/year and gives discount 
at several gardening suppliers. Contact 250260 / email 
BADASHUB@outlook.com. More details online at  
www.bridportallotmentsociety.co.uk
Bridport Bridge Club at St Swithun’s Hall Tuesday 
afternoons (beginners/rusty players; not 4th Tuesday), 
Wednesday evenings & Friday afternoons (relaxed; not 
3rd Friday), plus online Thursday evenings. Beginners’ 
lessons start 13 October. Phone Martin Angold 01308 
861120 / www.bridgewebs.com/bridport
Bridport & District Model Railway Club meets 
Tuesdays at Askerswell Village Hall 7–9pm. Members 
can run their stock on the club ‘test track’ or operate a 
club layout. Chairman Geoff Purse 423220.
Burton Bradstock Duplicate Bridge Group  
meets at the village hall on Tuesdays 1.45–4.45pm. 
Contact Kathy 485626.
Bridport Stage Company theatre group is preparing 
to perform ‘Oliver – with a Twist’ at The Bull Hotel on 
22 and 23 November, with proceeds to Samaritans. To 
get involved, either on stage or behind the scenes, email 
Valerie: tasterella@hotmail.co.uk. No experience is 
needed; all ages are welcome.

Friday Dance Group for women meets every Friday 
11.30am–12.30pm at St Mary’s Church House Hall, 
South St. Come and enjoy dancing as you like to a range 
of music. First session free. Details from Sue 425037. 
West Dorset Music Community Orchestra 
meets on Wednesdays in term time 6.30–7.45pm at 
the Christian Fellowship Hall in East Street car park. 
Contact 456297 /www.westdorsetmusic.org.uk 
Bridport Choral Society rehearses on Monday 
evenings at 7.30pm at the United Church Hall. Contact 
Fiona Kenward fekenward@gmail.com
West Dorset Singers (formerly the New Elizabethan 
Singers) meet for choral rehearsals in the United 
Church Hall on Tuesdays at 7.30pm from September to 
May. For more info contact the membership secretary, 
Jill Edwards: membership@westdorsetsingers.org
Bridport Blind Club is a social club for the visually 
impaired. It meets twice a month for tea, entertainment 
& chat. Part of Dorset Blind Association, which provides 
personal and technical help. Ian Ibbotson 898484.
Bridport & District Gardening Club will meet at the 
WI Hall, North St, on Thursday 16 Oct at 7 for 7.30pm, 
when Ian Condon will present ‘Inspiration from Tresco 
Abbey Gardens’. www.bridportgardeningclub.co.uk
Voices of Hope Singing Group is open to all ages 
and abilities. Easy, uplifting, joyful songs from around 
the world, some rounds and some in parts. Fridays 
at 11am in Borough Gardens (off South St) or The 
Chapel in the Garden if wet. Suggested donation £5. 
janesilvercorren@gmail.com / 07887 675161. 
West Dorset Flower Club at the WI Hall, North St, 
2.30pm on the 2nd Monday each month with speakers 
and demonstrations. On 13 October Kinu Barsley will 
present ‘Ikebana through time’. Phone 456339.
Bridport Community Carnival Committee 
enables both carnival processions to happen on the 
third weekend of August each year. Would you like to 
get involved with planning this sociable event for  
2026? Contact joycedunford@yahoo.co.uk or visit 
www.bridportcarnival.co.uk 

Citizens Advice is here to help
Need advice on benefits, debt, employment or other 
issues? Pick up the phone and talk to us on Freephone 
0800 144 8848. You can also email us via the contact 
form at www.bridportca.org.uk or 
drop in to 45 South Street, Bridport 
(Mon, Tues & Thurs 10am–3pm,  
Wed & Fri 10am–1pm).
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Playful Singing – open circle singing and structured 
improvisation with fun exercises. Create raised vibes 
together. Tuesdays 1pm at BYCC, Gundry Lane. Led 
by Pen 07713 008290. All notes are right notes. All 
abilities can join in. Donations welcome.
ASCape offers social opportunities and support for 
autistic young people and those with social anxiety aged 
4–25 and their families. Contact info@ascapegroup.
org or visit www.ascapegroup.org
Bridport Health Walks are free gentle walks around 
town: 30 minutes every Wednesday and about 60 mins 
on the 1st & 3rd Thursdays each month. Meet in front 
of the United Church on East St at 9.45am and return 
for hot refreshments. No need to book, just turn up.  
01305 252222 / sarah.davies@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
Bridport Branch Royal Naval Association meets 
on the 3rd Thursday each month at 7 for 7.30pm in the 
Bridport & District Social Club, North St. Ex-matelots & 
all other ex-military welcome. Refreshments available. 
Contact elainestephenson2019@gmail.com
Bridport Community Shed, between Mountfield 
and Bedford Place, has drop-in sessions Mon, Weds & 
Thurs 10am–12 noon and stitching on the 1st Tuesday 
each month 7–9pm. Also a weekly Arts for Wellbeing 
group, a monthly creative session for 11–18yr olds and  
a weekly peer group session for 18–25yr olds.  
Email bridportcommunityshed@gmail.com 
The Harmony Centre provides friendly, informal 
support for local adults of all ages (18+) who want to 
improve their mental health and wellbeing. Call in 
during opening hours (Monday, Wednesday & Friday 
10am–1pm) to find out how we can help you. Unit 1, 
The Tower Building, St Michael’s Estate (enter via 
courtyard off Foundry Lane DT6 3RR). 01308 801154.
Bridport Community Front Room offers 
face-to-face and phone support with mental health 
practitioners and peer specialists for people reaching 
a mental health crisis point or needing wellbeing 
support. Thursday to Sunday 2.15–9.45pm. Based at 
The Harmony Centre, address as in previous entry. 
Phone 07385 290804.
Bridport Access Wellbeing is a new drop-in service 
for advice on mental health and emotional wellbeing, or 
practical help on topics such as finances, work, housing 
or support for carers. No appointment or referral 
needed. Wednesdays 10am–3pm at The Harmony 
Centre as above.
Bridport Youth Dance offers classes in tap, 
contemporary, street, urban and musical theatre.  
To enrol or for more details contact Nikki Northover  
07765 971357 / bridportyouthdance01@gmail.com / 
www.bridportyouthdance.org.uk. 

Bridport & District u3a is for people no longer in 
full-time employment. Monthly meetings 2pm on the 
4th Tuesday each month (except December) in the 
United Church Hall, East St. The talk is about an hour, 
plus Q&A and refreshments. Members free, visitors £3. 
More than 60 u3a groups meet regularly, covering a 
huge range of interests. On 19 October there is an open 
day at St Mary’s Church House Hall, South St, 2–4pm. 
Contact Alastair Forbes 07962 099530 / email  
chair@bridportu3a.uk / www.bridport.u3asite.uk
The u3a Singers Group meets on the 1st and 3rd 
Thursdays each month at the WI Hall in North Street, 
10am for a 10.30am start. All welcome (no audition). 
Contact Heather 425219 / www.bridport.u3asite.uk. 
Friends at Greenfields is a social get-together for 
those on their own or simply needing a bit of company. 
Every Thursday 10am–3pm at Greenfields, Bridport 
Community Hospital. Contact Lyn Goward 488272.
Bridport Folk Dance Club meets every Monday 
7.15–9.30pm in the WI Hall, North Street. All welcome, 
including beginners. Phone 458165 or 459001. 
Bridport History Society meets on the 2nd Thursday 
of each month (except July & August) at the United 
Church Hall, 2.15 for 2.30pm. Visitors welcome £5pp. 
Membership £12 individual / £18 couple.  
www.bridporthistorysociety.org.uk
Bridport Tree Planting Group plants & gives away 
1,000 trees a year in public and private spaces around 
Bridport. Three free saplings available per household. 
Help needed to water and weed young trees. Contact 
joe@thehacketts.uk for details and to receive newsletter. 
www.westdorsetfriendsof theearth.org.uk/index.php/
more-trees-please
Life+line Bereavement Support is a Parish of 
Bridport initiative for people of all faiths or none, 
meeting in a supportive, confidential environment to 
listen to and encourage one another in our experience 
of grief. Fourth Monday of every month 2.30–4pm at 
Greenfields, Bridport Community Hospital. Contact 
Diana Wright 456967.
MMMM! Monday Movie, Meal & Mingling from 
West Dorset Commons (formerly United Diversity 
Bridport) & Sustainable Bridport. Mondays 6–10pm in 
the White Room, Chapel in the Garden, East St (entry 
via Rax Lane). Inspiring documentaries and short films. 
Admission £3 to cover room hire (WDC members free). 
Food and drink available. www.westdorset.coop 
Bridport St Mary’s Parkrun is a weekly, free, timed 
run or walk organised by volunteers. Saturdays 9am, St 
Mary’s Field. Great fun for all ages and abilities. Register 
online then bring your barcode on your phone or printed. 
www.parkrun.org.uk/stmarys and on Facebook.
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Bridport Inner Wheel meets monthly at Haddon 
House, West Bay, to enjoy friendship and listen to 
speakers as well as helping the community. Contact Sue 
Pollock 07903 558568 / rognsuewbay@btinternet.com
Bridport Food Bank provides support for anyone in 
the Bridport area in need of food, household supplies, 
advice and support, or just a cuppa and chat. St Mary’s 
Church, South St, on Monday evenings 5–7pm and 
Wednesdays 11am–1pm. www.bridportfoodbank.org / 
info@bridportfoodbank.org / 07443 596096
Bridport Clothes Bank collects good quality, clean 
clothing and redistributes it free of charge. St Swithun’s 
Church Hall Thursdays 9–10.15am; BYCC Hall, Gundry 
Lane, 1st Saturday each month 12–12.45pm; Prout 
Bridge Community Centre, Beaminster, 2nd & 4th 
Mondays each month 10am–noon. Clothing is also 
available in the St Swithun’s Hall entrance so the public 
can help themselves if the building is open. Contact 
07596 077385 / BridportCB@outlook.com / Bridport 
ClothesBank on Facebook.
Bridport Community Fridge redistributes surplus 
food free or for a donation. Usually Tues and Sat 
10–11.30am at The Chapel in the Garden, East St. Also 
at St Swithun’s Church with Bridport Food Surplus 
Stall on Thursdays 9.30–11.30am. See their Facebook 
page or email events@bridportunitarians.co.uk
Bridport Royal British Legion meets on the 3rd 
Saturday each month at 10am for a coffee morning. 
Come along to our hall in Victoria Grove for a chat 
about membership and activities. The hall is also 
available for private/group hire. Contact Linda 425664 
(hall bookings) or Mike Thompson 07974 534945 / 
mickey_thompson56@hotmail.com (membership).
Bellringers in the Parish of Bridport welcome 
new ringers and are happy to train you. At St Mary’s 
Bridport: 7.30pm on Thursdays. Contact Bob Hardwick 
420632. At Holy Trinity Bradpole (where there is a 
ground-floor ringing chamber and training simulator): 
7.30pm on Tuesdays. htbrabells@parishofbridport.org
Stepping Out Bridport is an exercise and wellbeing 
programme, led by trained rehabilitation instructors, 
for people living with or beyond cancer. Monday & 
Thursday mornings at the Pavilion, Bridport Leisure 
Centre. All ages welcome. Contact j.perfect@
bridportleisure.com / www.steppingoutbridport.co.uk
Girlguiding West Dorset has Rainbow, Brownie, 
Guide and Ranger groups in the Bridport area. Open to 
girls aged 4+ and adults, we offer an inclusive space for 
fun and friendship and a wide range of activities within 
a progressive programme offering opportunities and 
awards. Contact girlguidingwestdorset@gmail.com / 
www.girlguiding.org.uk

The Rotary Club of Bridport meets 1st and 
3rd Tuesdays of each month at 6 for 6.30pm at the 
Bridport & District Golf Club, Burton Rd DT6 4QT. 
Plus fundraising and social activities on other dates and 
elsewhere. We help good causes locally, nationally and 
internationally and support the local community. Mike 
Green 07909 990693 / mikegreen@greenmail.net
Golden Cap Association (West Dorset) in support 
of the National Trust, holds illustrated talks in the 
United Church Hall, East St. On Mon 27 October, Peter 
Watson will talk about The Shetlands. Non-members 
£5. Sarah Nicks 459855 / www.goldencapnt.org.uk
Bridport Stroke Club meets weekly Sept–Christmas 
and Feb–July at the Community Room, Vernon’s Court. 
Contact Chris Farmer: agricols@icloud.com
The National Coastwatch Institution works with 
other emergency services to keep people safe along our 
coastline. Volunteer watchkeepers always needed for 
lookouts at Burton Bradstock and Charmouth. Contact 
Station Manager Judy Clarke: judy.clarke@nci.org.uk
The Bank of Dreams and Nightmares creative 
writing charity runs free workshops for children and 
young adults in local schools and elsewhere. Come and 
join our Marvellous Mentors supporting children to 
find their voice. No experience necessary. www.
thebankofdreamsandnightmares.org/volunteering
The New Arts Group meets at Bridport Town Hall 
for fascinating talks on a wide range of topics. £10 per 
person to cover costs (no membership fee). Tea/coffee 
from 1.30pm (£1), talk starts at 2pm. For details of the 
next meeting contact jenifer.morley@btinternet.com
Salway Ash Acoustic Sessions are on the first 
Tuesday every month at 8pm at the Anchor Inn. Sing, 
play, join in, listen, enjoy. Contact Harry Britton 421225.
Bridport & Lyme Regis Royal Air Forces Assn 
meets on the second Thursday of the month at 6pm in 
various locations. Whether currently serving in the 
RAF, a veteran, a family member, or if you just want to 
do your bit to help, you are always welcome to join us. 
Bill Davies 281200 / buccbill@hotmail.com 
Bridport Art Society is a friendly, non-profit group of 
artists at all levels of experience that aims to encourage 
interest in and practice of the visual arts. Its annual 
summer exhibition celebrates members’ creativity. 
www.bridportart.com and on Facebook & Instagram.
Bridport & District Good Neighbour Scheme 
provides help for people in the community needing 
transport to medical appointments who cannot use 
public transport, do not qualify for the hospital car 
scheme, have no friends or family to help and cannot 
afford taxi fares. Donation to cover cost of the journey 
if possible. Contact 07778 211140.
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Somerset & Dorset Family History Society (West 
Dorset Group) meets at Loders Village Hall. Members 
£1, visitors £3. Email Jane: jferentzi@aol.com
Bridport St John Ambulance unit meets at TS 
Keppel, West Allington, on Mondays. Cadets (aged 10– 
18) 6–7.30pm, adults 7.30–9pm. Volunteers are always 
welcome to join the unit. For details contact the unit 
manager: caroline.rendell@sja.org.uk
West Bay Harriers Bridport-based off-road running 
group. One-hour trail on footpaths, etc, Mondays 7pm 
from in front of The Woodman, South St. Headtorches 
in winter. No charge. Pete Brown 07762 257212.
Bridport Scottish Dancers meet on Wednesdays 
mid-Sept to May at 7.15pm in St Mary’s Church House 
Hall, South St. All welcome, no partner required. £3 per 
session incl. refreshments. Basic tuition in first hour. 
Please wear soft shoes. Caroline 538141 / Tony 01297 
560335 / www.bridportscottishdancers.org.uk
Bridport Embroiderers meet in St Swithun’s Hall on 
the 3rd Friday, 10am–3.30pm. Programme includes 
visiting tutors and caters for beginners and those more 
experienced in machine and hand embroidery. Many 
other techniques covered. Monthly fee plus materials. 
Contact Bridget 07952 517764 / bmtrump@icloud.com
Colmer WI meets 2nd Thursday each month at 
7.30pm in the WI Hall, North St. Visitors welcome for a 
no-obligation evening. sarah.fletcher33@hotmail.co.uk 
Bridport & District RNLI holds five or six events 
(including Seatown BBQ) each year to raise money. 
Volunteers always needed. Contact Sadie 07811 470127 
or Annie 07790 713156.
Bridport Dog Training Society has been active for 
60+ years and meets on Monday evenings at St Mary’s 
Church House Hall, South St. Contact club secretary 
Sue Palfrey 07787 289425. A trained dog is a happy dog! 
Bridport Lions Club meets 2nd Tuesday each month 
at 7pm at Haddon House Hotel, West Bay. Also social 
evenings on some 4th Tuesdays, plus fundraising 
events in aid of individuals and community groups. 
Sheila Greenaway 07930 636804 / bridportlionsclub@
outlook.com / www.bridportlionsclub.org
Age UK’s Forget-Me-Not dementia support group 
offers support and information to people living with 
dementia and their caregivers. Entertainment, speakers 
and refreshments. Bridport Youth & Community Centre, 
Gundry Lane, on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the 
month, 1.30–3pm. £2.50pp. Phone 01305 269444.
Bridport Community Orchard & Allotment group 
is open to all for sociable monthly working parties in the 
two orchards in Bridport. The allotment group meets 
on Thursdays at 2pm to grow and harvest fruit and veg 
together. www.bridportcommunityorchard.org.uk 

The Living Tree Cancer Support Group for anyone 
affected by cancer: patients, families, carers, friends. 
Counselling, complementary therapies, creative activities 
and friendship, all free of charge. Drop-in session every 
Friday 2.15–4pm at the Friends Meeting House, South 
St, to meet, relax and talk. All welcome. 07341 916976 / 
mail@thelivingtree.org.uk / www.thelivingtree.org.uk
Walditch Garden Group All welcome to our 
monthly meeting on the last Thursday each month (not 
December) at 10am in Walditch Village Hall. Seasonal 
topics, ‘plant of the month’ and garden discussion with 
tea and coffee. Contact Jane Mowatt 07810 110461.
Bridport Camera Club meets most Wednesdays 
September–May, 7–10pm, at Bridport Town Hall. 
Members follow all kinds of photographic interests on 
smartphone, digital camera or film. Non-members £5. 
Come along or visit www.bridportcameraclub.co.uk.
Bridport Youth Club runs sessions in three age 
groups (7–11, 11–13, 13–17) on Wednesday and Friday 
evenings in term time. Activities range from art 
sessions, bike maintenance, crafts and various sports 
to a music room, recording studio, pool room and tuck 
shop. £2 a session at BYCC, Gundry Lane, DT6 3RL. 
bridport.youth@gmail.com / www.bridportycc.com
Jurassic Amateur Boxing Club trains at BYCC, 
Gundry Lane, on Tuesdays and Thursdays 5.45–7.30pm 
and Sundays 9.45–11.30am. Under-18s £3 per session; 
over-18s £4. Minimum age 9/10. All coaches are 
England Boxing qualified and first aid trained with 
enhanced DBS checks. Friendly, inclusive club open to 
children and adults of both sexes. On TikTok @jurassic.
abcon / email jurassicamateurboxingclub@gmail.com
Beaminster & Bridport Probus Club meets on 
the 2nd Monday each month at the Red Lion Hotel, 
Beaminster, 10.30 for 11am for a coffee morning and a 
talk by a club member on a subject of their choice.
Also 4th Monday each month at the Haddon House 
Hotel, West Bay, 12 for 12.30pm, for lunch plus a talk 
by a guest speaker. probus.meakins@btinternet.com 
Multiple sclerosis (MS) support group for those 
living with MS, their carers and partners. A chance to 
talk through your diagnosis, concerns and support, 
plus gentle exercise and Tai Chi with Françoise from 
Chi Zone Dorchester. 2nd Wednesday each month, 
11am–1.30pm, Viking Village, Seals Cove, Shoe Lane, 
Bridport DT6 3EX. Contact dorset@mssociety.org.uk
Whist Drive at St Swithun’s Hall, 2nd Friday each 
month. Beginners & improvers 7–7.15pm, experienced 
players from 7pm. Drive starts 7.30pm. Surplus 
proceeds will go to the Living Tree charity. Entry £5 
to include raffle tickets. Phone 07528 189815 / find 
Bridport Whist Drive on Facebook.
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Contact 01308 422370 / 07717 682979
E: info@detailanddesign.co.uk
W: www.detailanddesign.couk 

Leo Davies Electrical is a trading name of Detail & Design Property Services Ltd

 ELECTRICAL REPAIRS
 ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS
 ELECTRICAL SAFETY INSPECTIONS
 ELECTRICAL MAINTENANCE
 LIGHTING SOLUTIONS
 EMERGENCY ELECTRICAL SERVICES

We are ever-expanding and looking to build good 
working relationships with new and existing customers. 

Our team of skilled electricians are here 
to cater to all your electrical needs. 

Please call or email for lighting advice, to 
place an order or request a free brochure

Open 9.30am to 5pm Monday to Friday 
9.30am to 4pm Saturday  

Closed Sunday and bank holidays 

LARGE RANGE OF MODERN  
& TRADITIONAL STYLES

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR LIGHTING

52 South Street, Bridport DT6 3NN
01308 422318 info@bridportlighting.co.uk

www.bridportlighting.co.uk

ROOFING & BUILDING

01308 863809 │ 07976 372045 │alljim996@aol.com
www.jimallenbuilding.co.uk 

• New builds • Brickwork & stonework
• Blockwork & rendering • Guttering & UPVC
• Carpentry & property maintenance
• Roofing/re-roofs & repairs

FURNITURE RESTORATION
Antique restoration & bespoke furniture

Furniture carefully restored &  
new commissions undertaken  

French polishing & modern hand finishes
Phil Meadley 01297 560335

phil.meadley@btinternet.com

Forest & Tree Care Ltd  
Larkfield Barn, Burton Bradstock, Bridport DT6 4FF 

www.forestandtreecareltd.co.uk
forestandtreecareltd@hotmail.co.uk

Call us for a FREE  
consultation and quote

01308 456218

Tree surgery • Forestry
Garden maintenance
Soft landscaping
Chippings
Logs
Trees
Shrubs

HOME / GARDEN  
MAINTENANCE
Jon 07341 554340

Gardening – Fencing – Painting
Carpet cleaning service



HELP IN YOUR HOME
Home help available for immediate start,
with regular hours to suit, in Bridport and  

the surrounding area. Friendly, honest, reliable  
service with established local company.

Tel: 07749 012791
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DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL & MARINE
Alarms, CCTV, PATs, rewires, etc (no callout fee)
01308 422331 / 07590 995353
Email: info@rnstephenson.co.uk
Web: www.rnstephenson.co.uk

BRIDPORT AUCTION (est. 25 years)

• Free valuation for auctions
• Probate & insurance valuations

Email: info@bridportauctionhouse.com
Tel: 01308 459400

No. 1 St Michael’s Trading Estate, Bridport

• Property clearance services

SMITH&SMITH (Bridport) Ltd

smithandsmithbridport@gmail.com

8 West Street, Bridport DT6 3QP
(01308) 422172

www.smithandsmithonline.co.uk
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We Care For You by  
Caring About You

Daley Home Care, backed  
by years of the very highest  
quality experience, is ready  

to look after you.

Contact: Mark Roberts, Daley Home Care
01308 898345 email: office@daleyhomecare.co.uk 

Whatever your needs, our superbly trained carers 
will ensure the dignity and respect you deserve as we 
assist you to remain independent in your own home. 
We provide the very best service every day of the year, 
at a time and frequency that suits you.

We offer a complete range of services from personal 
care to cleaning, cooking and shopping. Now providing 
full live-in care.
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A & G Garage Doors

01305 773313 / 07743 649346

www.aandggaragedoors.co.uk
aandgdoors@yahoo.com

Our well-established business has 
been trading for many years in 
Weymouth and Portland, and  
has now expanded to Bridport  

and the surrounding area.

We supply and fit products from Fortdoors, 
Garage Door Systems, Alutech, Hormann, 

Garador, UK Doors, JDUK and more. We also 
install remote operators for existing garage 

doors, and repair doors from leading brands.
Contact us for a free, no-obligation estimate.

Installations, repairs  
& remote operators



If your back goes out 
more than you do, 
contact us for help 

with muscular  
aches and pains

Twist and Shout

Osteopathic Health Centre

01308 427033 / 459996
www.lizaadams.co.uk

32 South Street, Bridport DT6 3NQ

CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST
Stephen Waplington MSSCh/MBChA

Friendly, professional treatment
in the comfort of your own home 

Please call 01308 456724
HCPC registered – number 20529

Dan Perkins Decorating Services
Interior & exterior decorating

Specialising in window repairs & refurbishment
All work fully insured & guaranteed
07835 550477  |  01308 478827

dan.perkins@dpconstructionandrefurb.co.uk


