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Are you ready to be surprised and delighted?
I wonder when you were last surprised or 
delighted by something unexpected. 
Most of us lead busy lives, balancing work or family 

demands and the dreaded to-do list, and often find 
ourselves end up rushing from one task to the next 
without taking time out to stop DOING and just BE. 
When life feels fraught it’s important to take time to 

breathe, become mindful of our surroundings, notice 
what we see, hear and feel in the present moment. The 
practice of mindfulness requires just that – practice – 
as we allow ourselves to touch base with our souls. 
Learning to pause helps us to see things 
differently and means we don’t miss being 
surprised and delighted by the beauty that 
God wants to show us. 
My dad was a keen birdwatcher who 

taught me and my siblings how to walk 
slowly through nature, not rushing but being 
attentive, listening and watching for signs of 
the birds around us in the fields, trees and 
hedgerows. Learning to stop, listen and look 
allowed us to experience the joy of watching lapwings, 
skylarks and curlews, often with their chicks; if we had 
rushed on, we’d have missed those amazing moments, 
which seem more precious because they’re so rare today. 
Walking in woods recently I spotted a tiny butterfly 

that had emerged in the spring warmth. As I watched 
it fluttering to and fro, sometimes settling for a few 
seconds on a leaf in the warm sunshine before resuming 
its flight, I was struck by the analogy with how often we 
flit from one task to another, not pausing to enjoy the 
moment we’re in before moving on. 
Sometimes it’s a challenge to step aside from life’s 

demands, but doing so opens us up to the possibility of 
being surprised and delighted by what unfolds. Have 

you ever done something 
reluctantly, only to be 
pleasantly surprised by  
what you learned, or who 
you met? 
One May evening, a 

priest called John Wesley 
went reluctantly to a 
meeting where he had an 
experience that changed his 
life. He wrote in his diary 

afterwards that 
he hadn’t really 
wanted to go, 
but while listening to the speaker his heart 
“felt strangely warmed” as he realised for 
the first time that God really did love him 
personally, and in Jesus had forgiven him. 
That experience created in him a passion  
to help others understand that God in 
Jesus loves each of us personally, wants  

to be in a personal relationship with each of us, and 
wants to bless our lives.
As Christians we believe in a generous God who 

freely offers love and grace to everyone, demonstrating 
the depth of his love in the life, death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ, and the gift of his Holy Spirit at work in 
us and our world. Our Creator God is in all things and 
longs to surprise and delight us with his blessings, yet 
so often we’re too busy to notice!  
I hope and pray that in this beautiful season of spring 

you’ll find space to pause and enjoy the moment you’re 
in, and that you will be surprised and delighted by the 
blessings God has for you.  
The Revd Jane Wilson, Bridport United Church
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How often we 
flit from one 

task to another, 
not pausing  

to enjoy  
the moment 

we’re in…

The Revd Jane Wilson

FIRST THINGS FIRST

The Bridge is looking for an assistant editor
The Bridge team needs a new member to help 
me with some aspects of production. 
Responsibilities will depend on the abilities and 

interests of the successful candidate, but will include 
some of the following: writing news and/or features; 
proofreading contributors’ copy; laying out pages 
using our desktop publishing software; and some 
admin tasks to do with advertising and distribution.
Ideally you will have some experience in a similar 

field – writing, editing or design – but a lack of this is 
not a deal-breaker. The most important qualifications 

are: an interest in words and 
putting them together effectively; 
an eye for detail; a willingness to 
learn about the relevant technology 
(i.e. you’re not someone who 
says “I’m not techy”); and 
responsiveness in communication 
(usually by email). If the idea of reading our style 
guide fills you with joy, you’re our ideal candidate!
There is some money available for the right 

person. Please contact me if you are interested.

Olivia Daly
Editor



CHURCH SERVICES

 MAY 2025

Date St Mary’s 
Bridport

St Swithun’s 
Allington

Holy Trinity 
Bothenhampton

Holy Trinity 
Bradpole

St Mary’s 
Walditch

St John’s 
West Bay

Thurs 1 10am Eucharist
Sun 4 
3rd Sun  
of Easter

8am BCP HC 4pm CC (hall) 10am Parish 
service of HC

Mon 5 10am MPR
Tues 6 2.30pm HC

Wed 7 2.30pm HC 2pm Centering 
Prayer* (hall)

Thurs 8
10am Eucharist
3.30pm Wild & 
Messy Church

Sun 11† 
4th Sun  
of Easter

8am BCP HC
11am AA HC

9.30am 
Eucharist 11am MP   9.30am MP 11am MP 11am HC

Mon 12 10am MPR
Thurs 15 10am Eucharist

Sun 18 
5th Sun 
of Easter

8am BCP HC
10am 
Parish 
service of 
HC followed 
by APCM

Mon 19 10am MPR

Wed 21 2pm Centering 
Prayer* (hall)

Thurs 22 10am Eucharist 10am MP
Sun 25 
6th Sun  
of Easter

8am BCP HC
11am HC

9.30am 
Eucharist 11am HC 9.30am MP 11am HC 11am MP

Mon 26 10am MPR
Thurs 29
Ascension 10am Eucharist 7pm HC

Sat 31
4pm Service 
of Wholeness 
& Healing

BCP = Book of Common Prayer / HC = Holy Communion  
MPR = Morning Prayer / MP = Morning Praise  
CC = Contemplative Church 
AA HC = All-age Holy Communion
APCM = Annual Parochial Church Meeting

* Centering Prayer and Lectio Divina take place on 
alternate Wednesdays throughout the year. For more 
information email carolinewhitaker@hotmail.com or 
yvonne.welch1943@gmail.com.

† On Sunday 11 May there will be collections at all the 
Parish of Bridport churches in aid of Christian Aid Week. 
See opposite for details.
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK

overcome these challenges.  
It is vital that Christian 

Aid’s programme with 
Congcoop continues so 
more farmers like Aurelia 
can build their resilience 
to extreme weather and 
take back control of their 
harvests.

7 Days to make a 
difference – what can 
you do?
There are many ways to 
support Christian Aid 
Week in Bridport this year: 

70k in May 
Walk, cycle, swim, or use any other form of non-
mechanised locomotion! Individually, with family, 
friends or an interest group, with or without a dog. It’s 
only 2.25km a day (less than a mile and a half). For 
sponsor forms contact Jill Henderson, details below.

Big Breakfast 
Saturday 3 May from 9am at Bridport United Church, 
East Street. Donations to Christian Aid. 

Collections in Bridport churches  
Sunday 11 May – see opposite for details of services.

Simple soup lunch 
On Sunday 11 May there will be a simple soup lunch in 
St Mary’s Walditch after the 11am service. 

Street collection and stall
Wednesday 14 May, 10am–1pm. Collections in East 
Street and South Street plus an information stall in 
Bucky Doo Square. We would love some help – could 
you do an hour’s collecting? Contact Jill, below.

Jazzy Cafe at Holy Trinity Bradpole
Thursday 15 May – see ad on page 6 for details.

Brilliant Bridport! – how did it happen?
Sunday 18 May, 4–5.30pm in St Mary’s Church House 
Hall. See ad opposite and page 13 for details.

Jill Henderson, local Christian Aid organiser
jillpetrina13@gmail.com / 07970 685665

Christian Aid Week 2025 focuses on Guatemala
It’s 80 years since Christian Aid began its work 
at the end of WW2 to bring relief to refugees 
and civilians left hungry, and often homeless, 
in the humanitarian crisis after the conflict. 
Since then they have been fighting poverty and 

injustice, with the backing and support of Christians 
and their communities.
This year’s Christian Aid Week stories take us to 

Guatemala in Central America, a once beautiful country 
dealing with immense challenges. More than half of 
the population work in agriculture, yet Guatemala is 
a hunger hotspot. The country has one of the highest 
rates globally of stunted development in children, and 
it’s also one of the 10 countries rated most vulnerable 
to climate emergencies. 
In the indigenous farming communities of the Alta 

Verapaz region lives Aurelia, a mother and many times 
grandmother, inspirational farmer and member of the 
Q’eqchi (Co-way-chee) community. She moved here 
when she was two years old, when, she says, “There 
was an abundance of trees, plants and wild animals, 
such as monkeys. There was lots of water close to the 
community and it wasn’t that hot.”
Like Amelia (who we met last month), Aurelia says 

the water sources near her home have been drained dry 
by both climate change and industrial plantations that 
monopolise the water supply and deforest the land. 
Both women now face laborious treks to collect water 
and do laundry. The once regular seasons are now 
unpredictable, and Aurelia’s community is exposed to 
deadly drought and savage storms. Crops are failing, 
plunging farming families into hunger and poverty.
When searching for a solution, Aurelia discovered 

Christian Aid’s long term partner, Congcoop, and 
applied for their specialist agricultural training. She 
learned to adapt her farming to the changing climate, 
and can now grow climate-resilient crops, produce 
fertiliser and build rain collection systems. 
Aurelia is fighting the climate crisis, restoring her 

family’s food security and leading her community by 
sharing her new skills and knowledge to help others 

Pictured: Guatemalan   
farmer Aurelia

Jim Eves – Garden & Home Maintenance
All garden work undertaken • Garden clearance

Decorating • Small electrical jobs
DBS certificate • References available

07734 294970
jeves.75@gmail.com
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Friday 16 May at 7pm
Holy Trinity Church, Bradpole
Tickets £15 to include ploughman’s
Drinks by donation  •  Raffle
Bookings: thefriendshtb@gmail.com / 420716

Book online: www.bridport-arts.com

F I L M  |  D A N C E  |  M U S I C  |  T H E AT R E  |  S P O K E N W O R D  |  C O M E D Y  |  TA K E  PA R T

Tel: 01308 424204

WHAT’S ON  
MAY 2025

Thu 1 FILM: CALAMITY JANE (1953) 11pm

Thu 1 FILM: PRAYERS FOR THE STOLEN (2021) 7.30pm

Sat 3 OPERA: MOZART'S LE NOZZE DI FIGARO 6pm

Fri 9 CLASSICAL: TRIO ANIMA (CONCERTS IN THE WEST) 11.30am

Fri 9 JAZZ: CELEBRATING MILES DAVIS 8pm

Thu 15 COMEDY: PATRICK MONAHAN - THE TALKINATOR 8pm

Fri 16 THEATRE: BLOODY MEDEA!!! 7.30pm

Sat 17 TAKE PART: THE PEGGY PARTY - CÈILIDH 7pm

Sun 18 FAMILY: ANGELICA SPROCKET'S POCKETS 2.30pm

Tue 20 FILM: MICHELANGELO - LOVE AND DEATH 7.30pm

Thu 22 FILM: THE ROAD TO PATAGONIA (2024) 7.30pm

Fri 23 DANCE: DANCE JAM - CYPHER 7pm

Fri 23 DANCE/MUSIC: SOULFUNK DISCO 8pm

Sat 24 DANCE/FAMILY: LITTLE MURMUR 2pm

Tue 27-Fri 30 FAMILY: ACTIVITIES FOR KIDS - SEE WEBSITE

Wed 28 SPOKEN WORD: OMNIVERSE - OPEN MIC NIGHT 7pm

Thu 29 TAKE PART: PAPER SOCIAL - CREATIVE WORKSHOP 7pm

Thu 29 COMEDY: A NIGHT OF EDINBURGH PREVIEWS 8pm

Sat 31 OPERA: ROSSINI'S IL BARBIERE DI SIVIGLIA 6pm

Bridport Choral Society &  
West Dorset Community Orchestra

present ‘TOGETHER’
A collaboration of orchestral music and song

Saturday 3rd May at 7.30pm | St Swithun’s Church
Admission £10 | Refreshments available

www.westdorsetmusic.org.uk
www.bridportchoral.wordpress.com

Pop-up Jazzy Cafe
Holy Trinity Bradpole, Thurs 15 May, 10am–noon

With Dan Shackell (sax) & Sue Smith (piano)
Hot drinks and homemade cakes, plus stalls

In aid of Christian Aid Week
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The council says farewell... and hello!
Paul Fuszard, who has been a dedicated and 
familiar figure as Bridport Town Council’s 
finance and office manager for the past 27 
years, is retiring. 
A cheery and chatty presence in the office, Paul 

will be greatly missed by everyone who has had the 
pleasure of working with him. He was responsible 
for overseeing the council’s financial operations and 
office management, playing a pivotal role in ensuring 
the smooth running of its functions. Reflecting on his 
job, Paul says, “I do all the stuff behind the scenes that 
people probably assume happens by magic. Every part 
of the council’s work involves finance, so I’ve needed 
to be a jack of all trades. I’d say attention to detail has 
underpinned my work throughout my time here.”
During his tenure, Paul saw major changes, including 

the relocation of council offices from South Street to 
Mountfield, the extensive refurbishment of the Town 
Hall and, more recently, the community governance 
review, which altered council boundaries and had 
direct implications for budgeting. Paul has worked 
alongside four town clerks, eleven different mayors 
and more than a hundred councillors. He adds: “I was 
chuffed when I got this job, and it’s been great for both 
me and my family. I’d like to thank all my colleagues 
past and present and wish Lisa every success as she 
takes over from me.” 
And on that note, we are delighted to introduce 

our new finance and office manager, Lisa Pinch, who 
joined us in March after a career in financial services. 

As a resident of the town, she is already familiar with 
many of our businesses and community groups and is 
treasurer of Bridport Food Bank.
David Dixon will be stepping down from his role 

as project manager and community initiatives officer 
in May. Since joining us in 2018, David has played 
a central role in the development and completion of 
the Bridport Area Neighbourhood Plan — a landmark 
document that, together with the Bridport Investment 
Plan (2023), gives local residents and businesses a 
powerful voice in shaping planning decisions and 
driving economic investment for the future.
David has been instrumental in leading a wide range 

of environmental and cultural initiatives. His work has 
included developing community-led management plans 
for local green spaces, advancing renewable energy 
projects, creating heritage trails, supporting local food 
production, and promoting sustainable approaches to 
transport and land use.
David also helped deliver Bridport 24 — a celebration 

of the town’s distinctive arts and cultural identity — 
and takes particular pride in the success of the George 
Biles exhibition. “It’s been a pleasure to work with so 
many energetic and knowledgeable people over the last 
seven years all committed to maintaining that special 
‘spirit’ of Bridport. Hopefully community-led projects 
will continue to prosper and help deliver the ambitions 
of the neighbourhood plan into the future.” We will 
miss David’s strategic thinking and expertise and his 
calm, gentle presence in the office.
Looking ahead, David will continue his commitment 

to sustainability, focusing on projects that support the 
cultivation of hemp and flax in West Dorset through his 
work with Wessex Community Assets.
Caroline Pearce, Project Manager, BTC 

From left: Lisa Pinch, Paul Fuszard and David Dixon
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CARPET WORLD
Established 40 years

Carpet, vinyl, Oriental rugs & contract flooring
WE EMPLOY OUR OWN EXPERT FITTERS

Free fitting terms with free estimates and planning
Only at 52A West Street, Bridport (next to Waitrose)

01308 427081 ◆ www.carpetworld-bridport.co.uk

Forest & Tree Care Ltd  
Larkfield Barn, Burton Bradstock, Bridport DT6 4FF 

www.forestandtreecareltd.co.uk
forestandtreecareltd@hotmail.co.uk

Call us for a FREE  
consultation and quote

01308 456218

Tree surgery • Forestry
Garden maintenance
Soft landscaping
Chippings
Logs
Trees
Shrubs

SMITH&SMITH (Bridport) Ltd

smithandsmithbridport@gmail.com

8 West Street, Bridport DT6 3QP
(01308) 422172

www.smithandsmithonline.co.uk

Patios • Garden rooms • Drainage • Plaster and rendering

Handym
an • Decorating • Glazing • Guttering • Insulation
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Ti ling • Roofing • Bricklaying • Plumbing • Gardening • Joinery

CoastalCornerMaintenance@gmail.com
07973 884232

Robert Marks
General maintenance and 

small building works

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER
All aspects of hairdressing
Over 25 years’ experience

For price list and appointments  
please contact Kelly on 07864 799679

David Brazier (DB Tutoring)
Experienced Teacher and ‘Award 
Winning’ Headmaster offering tutoring 
in English, Literacy & Revision Skills.

A level & GCSE English (Language & Literature)
General Revision Skills
Sessions online or in person (depending on location)
Email: teddytoff@me.com • Telephone: 07984 739553
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BLAP: working  
in partnership  
to get results
The Bridport Local Area 
Partnership (BLAP) is one 
of the most influential local 
organisations, but many 
people have no idea what it 
does. Because it’s made up 
of other existing groups and 
bodies, it beavers away in the 
background – yet in terms of 
local impact delivers more 
‘bang for your buck’ than its 
member organisations could 
ever produce alone.
BLAP dates back about 20 years 

and grew out of a government 
initiative giving local communities 
more of a say in decisions affecting 
their social, economic and 
environmental wellbeing. It brings 
together representatives from  
more than 80 different bodies  
from the public, voluntary and 
private sectors.
“We’re a network, a forum for 

organisations and groups locally 
to come together and share 
information and experience,” says 
Brian Wilson, BLAP Chair. “We 
learn and work together for the 
good of the whole community, and 
we feed opinions and ideas ‘up the 
chain’ to Dorset Council, too.”
BLAP’s member organisations 

include Bridport Town Council and 
10 neighbouring parish councils, 
from Charmouth in the west, 
Puncknowle & Swyre and Litton 
Cheney in the east, and Char 
Valley, Netherbury and Loders 
going inland. Most other member 
groups are from the voluntary and 
community field, with some from 

the business, health and statutory 
sectors (this last includes the local 
police community support officers).
As well as a management team 

and steering group, which both meet 
at least quarterly, the partnership 
has three working groups: the 
Parish Liaison Group, for the 
town council and member parish 
councils; the Health & Wellbeing 
Group, which monitors local health 
and social care services, responds 
to issues and contributes to public 
consultations; and the Housing 
Needs Group, which works to 
influence the provision of affordable 
housing and to help rough sleepers 
and homeless people.
“There’s no point in having BLAP 

meetings for the sake of it,” says 
Brian, who has been in his role for 
four and a half years. “We have 
to add value to the work that our 
member groups are doing anyway. 
For instance, in early March the 
Parish Liaison Group met to discuss 
land use planning, and we had 
two speakers from Dorset Council. 
We’ve also met our MP, Ed Morello, 
and met those responsible for 
public transport at Dorset Council.
“That council has to produce 

a Local Plan covering land 
use planning – including new 
housebuilding sites – and one 
of our ambitions is to feed into 
that. We also put in a substantial 

response to Dorset Council’s 
current overarching Five Year Plan, 
particularly emphasising the need 
for better transport options and 
affordable housing. We definitely 
influenced that and many of our 
points are in the final version.” 
One ongoing topic for the Health 

& Wellbeing Group is the provision 
of NHS dentistry. The struggle to 
recruit and retain staff means this is 
still a big issue in West Dorset and 
elsewhere. The group is also keen 
to support the development of the 
Family Hub on Skilling Hill Road, 
which offers services for families 
and children.
BLAP recognises that a key 

challenge for many of its member 
organisations is recruiting 
volunteers, such as the proposed 
‘Lend a hand’ scheme to be run by 
Bridport Good Neighbours with 
support from the NHS Jurassic 
Coast Social Prescribing Team.  
This is a way for willing drivers  
to help more isolated people in  
the community by offering lifts  
to healthcare appointments or 
social activities.
“We have more ‘clout’ when  

it comes to engaging with 
organisations like Dorset Council 
because we operate over a large 
area – council officers are typically 
more willing to engage with a  
group than with parish councils 
individually. BLAP is also pretty 
cheap to run – benefiting as it does 
from the work of many volunteers, 
myself included – so offers excellent 
value for money. We get some W
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funding from Bridport Town 
Council and the parish councils, 
and the town council provides 
admin support.
“One effect of our work is to 

create strong links between the 
town and the surrounding parishes. 
Bridport feels like the ‘mother ship’ 
to the villages that surround it.”
Chris Noon, Chair of Char 

Valley Parish Council, agrees that 
BLAP is more than the sum of 
its parts. “With the formation of 
Dorset Council in 2019, we lost 
immediate access to the more local 
district council,” he says. “Since 
then, everyone tends to think that 
people in other parts of the county 
are getting more! BLAP gives us 
a group of a reasonable size for 
Dorset Council to talk to.” 

Working in partnership to get results continued

“We’ve lost so many services in the 
villages, like shops and restaurants, 
because only the towns can sustain 
them, so access to those towns 
is vital. Bridport is an important 
town for us all, and it’s bad news if 
parking prices there are too high or 
we lose the few buses we do have.
“BLAP is also a very useful 

information exchange – it’s great 
to meet people from other parish 
councils and find out how they 
do things. For instance, there 
are many other parishes locally 
where farming and tourism are 

the primary sources of income, 
and it’s great to learn how other 
people operate. Our parish council 
has little power by itself – being 
able to access a bigger group is so 
important.”

Any local organisation or group 
wishing to become a BLAP member 
(for which there is no fee) should 
contact Jo Hughes at enquiries@
bridport-tc.gov.uk 

There’s more information about 
BLAP, including a link to its last 
annual report, at www.bridport-tc.
gov.uk/projects/bridport-local-
area-partnership

To volunteer for Lend a Hand, 
email the NHS Social Prescribing 
Team at jcsocialprescribing@
dorsetgp.nhs.uk
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PARISH PAGES

Peaceful and beautiful
The celebration of Easter has meant that the church has 
been busy with services of reflection and celebration. 
Palm Sunday, Easter Eve and Easter Sunday saw many 
attending the church, and extra chairs were needed for 
the St Mary’s School Easter service, when parents and 
friends gathered to share an end-of-term celebration 
with the children. On this occasion, some were so 
determined to get front row seats that they arrived 
almost an hour before the service was due to begin! 
Church is a happy place when it is filled with the 

energy and ebullience of people – but, for many hours 
of a normal week, St Mary’s is quiet and peaceful. The 
candles on the votive-stand burn in memory of loved 
ones, sun filters in through the stained-glass windows 
and there is the occasional creak as the wooden pews 
relax in the warmth of the day. Perhaps you prefer 
church to be like this?
Philip Larkin’s poem Church Going begins with the 

words: “Once I am sure there’s nothing going on I 
step inside, letting the door thud shut.” It seems most 
important to the poet to make sure “there’s nothing 
going on” in the church. He checks to make sure 
the building is clear and only then steps inside. He 
mentions the fact that the door closes with a “thud” 
behind him; it is both sealing him into the space and 
keeping the exterior world out. 
There are many visitors to the church who, without 

taking on the whole philosophical argument of Larkin’s 
poem, enjoy finding the church empty and quiet. 
We have those who come to enjoy the beauty of the 
building itself, those who pop in while walking the 

dog, those who find it to be a 
place of refuge and solace at a 
difficult time and the regulars 
who come alone to pray for a 
few minutes each day. 
Comments in the visitors 

book are usually from those 
who have travelled a little way 
to visit St Mary’s. Someone 
from Chard writes that the 
church is “very peaceful and 

ST MARY’S Bridport

Parish editor – Peter Wright 456967
Director of music – Tim Linsley  

07830 308701
Tower captain – Bob Hardwick 420632

very beautiful”; a couple 
from Brighton write “lovely 
refuge”; and a gentleman 
from Poundbury writes “a 
beautiful peaceful place for 
prayer and contemplation.” 
The feelings of many are 
summarised by a comment 
left by a visitor from Shaftesbury: “I needed a quiet 
moment on a busy day and this was just the place.”
When the repairs to the North Aisle roof were 

completed in 2018, a lead plaque was attached to the 
tower to record the date of the restoration and the 
names of those involved in the process. The biblical 
text that was chosen to accompany this information 
was Isaiah 25:4: “You have been a refuge for the poor, a 
refuge for the needy in their distress, a shelter from the 
storm and a shade from the heat.”
As the days of summer approach, let’s hope that 

there is a greater need for a place of shade from the 
heat. However, whatever the weather, St Mary’s is open 
every day of the year and we encourage you to step into 
this place of amazing history, beautiful architecture and 
deep peace – let the door thud shut behind you!
Lesley Hill

Above: St Mary’s is a place 
of beauty and peace 
Right: let the door ‘thud 
shut’ behind you!
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HOLY TRINITY  
Bothenhampton

Parish editor – Barbara Ffooks 423122
Children & youth worker –  
Jean Mitchell 422127

Director of music – vacancy

From the parish editor
May begins with a production of William Shakespeare’s 
The Tempest in Holy Trinity Church on Friday 2 May 
at 7pm. This is My Theatre is a company of excellent 
young players who are well worth seeing and who are 
returning to Bothenhampton after their great success 

The ward clerk writes...
Town councillors were pleased to hear recently 
that Dorset Council had refused the proposal for a 
‘retirement community’ development off South Street. 
The town council objected strongly to the planning 
application for the development, mainly on the grounds 
that it did nothing to address the acute shortage of 
affordable housing in Bridport. We hope the applicant 
will accept that it’s not the right use of this site and that 
they won’t launch an appeal.
It’s wonderful to see the ‘Stampede by the Sea’ up 

and running, with many of the beautifully decorated 
elephant sculptures adorning the town centre. The 
town council has worked with Weldmar to facilitate 
the inspirational elephant trail. You can pick up a trail 
leaflet from the Weldmar shop in East Street or from 

here with A Christmas Carol. Tickets are £16 and are 
available online at www.thisismytheatre.com or by 
phoning 07732 253311.
On Saturday 10 May the village hall committee will 

be celebrating the 80th anniversary of VE Day at the 
end of the Second World War. There will be a high tea 
in the hall at 4pm, for which tickets (£5) are available 
from Pennie (458006) or Heather (423220). The 
afternoon will have a 1940s theme, so if you wish to 
dress for that period you are welcome to do so.
The next coffee morning in the church is on Saturday 

3 May, 10am until 12 noon, with books, puzzles and a 
raffle. The Luncheon Club is taking a break and will not 
be meeting during the summer months.
The spring cleaning in the church at the end of March 

was really well supported. Thank you to everyone who 
cleared away cobwebs from high and hard-to-reach 

the Salt House in West Bay. There’s a small fee, part of 
the fundraising effort for this much-loved and valued 
local charity.
In other sculpture news, a Crowdfunder has been 

set up to raise money to install a permanent replica of 
the Stalking Dog, Greta Berlin’s piece next to Palmers 
Bridge. ‘Queenie’, as she’s now known, has been voted 
the town’s favourite along our sculpture trail, but will 
be returning to Greta soon. With Greta’s permission, 
local art curator Cleo Evans is working with us to raise 
the estimated £6,000 cost of a cast replica: find out 
more and contribute at www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/
queenie-the-dog-sculpture-for-bridport.
An important date for your diaries: a proclamation 

marking the 80th anniversary of VE Day will take place 
in Bucky Doo Square on Thursday 8 May at 10am, led 
by the mayor and town crier. Please join us if you can.
Councillors continue to provide an opportunity for 

anyone to come along and discuss any topic relating 
to the Central Ward area. Your input can make a real 
difference so please do come along – the next meeting 
is scheduled for Monday 19 May at 3pm at Bridport WI 
Hall, North Street.
Will Austin 

Covid-19 made an impact in many 
ways, and many of our regular 
donors haven’t been able to 
support the church as they once 
did. If you can make a donation, 
whatever you can give, you’ll be 
helping to maintain our beautiful 
church and its ministry in the heart of Bridport.

Bridport Town Council
CENTRAL WARD  

Ward clerk – Will Austin 456722
enquiries@bridport-tc.gov.uk

Brilliant Bridport!
On Sunday 18 May, 4–5.30pm, Bruce 
Upton will present ‘Brilliant Bridport 
– how did it happen?’ at St Mary’s Church House Hall. 
Bruce’s local knowledge is extensive and of course you 
can expect his trademark touches of humour too. 
Light refreshments provided. Free admission with a 

collection in aid of Christian Aid Week. 





PARISH PAGES

14

HOLY TRINITY Bothenhampton continued...

ST MARY’S Walditch
Parish editor – James Craddock 458725

walditchbridgejsc@outlook.com 
Verger – Pat Stapleton 456421

If you have any pastoral or personal  
issues, please contact the  

Revd Ann Ayling on 424896

places, swept floors and polished woodwork, and did 
lots of jobs necessary to keep the church in good order. 
The Old Churchyard has also had a good tidy up. Ten 

people spent a beautifully sunny afternoon weeding the 
path, removing ivy from walls, strimming and clearing 
headstones. It all left the grounds looking much better. 
Grateful thanks to all of you for your hard work. 
Holy Trinity and the village hall committee are 

hoping to have a joint village fete on Saturday 19 July 
from 2 until 4pm. It would be in the church and the 
grounds, but it can only go ahead if there are enough 
volunteers to make it work. If you could organise a 
stall or a game and run it on the day, or provide some 
entertainment of any kind, please speak to Pennie 
(458006) or Heather (423220). Help would also be 
required in the morning to set up stalls, tables, etc. 
Fetes are always happy and enjoyable occasions and it 
would be lovely to have one this summer.
Another activity the village hall committee is 

planning is an art exhibition in October. There is a lot 
of artistic ability in Bothenhampton, and our talented 
artists are being encouraged to produce an image of the 
village in any medium, or to write a piece if you prefer. 
Please see the panel on the right for details.
Barbara Ffooks

FILM NIGHT in Bothenhampton Village Hall
Saturday 31 May – title to be announced
Doors open 7pm, film starts at 7.30pm

Admission £5
Refreshments available

Please book by emailing lcnc2413@outlook.com

Sketchy characters!
In early April, the Bothenhampton and Walditch 
branch of the Mothers’ Union (MU) met at Walditch 
Village Hall for a sketching session run by a local 
artist and regular workshop leader, Rowan Beecham. 
The session was open to members of the public 

Paint your village...
…or perhaps just write about it!

Are you weary of 
endless portrayals 
of Colmer’s Hill 
and the West Bay 
cliffs? Let’s put the 
focus on beautiful 
Bothenhampton!
We are hoping for 

paintings, photos, 
poems, narratives and 
other creative works relating to Bothenhampton for 
an October exhibition in the village hall (date tba).
The exhibition is open to all abilities, all ages and 

all art forms. It will be non-competitive and non-
judgmental, so please get out your brushes, pens, 
cameras, etc., and start creating your masterpiece. 
Sue, Rachael and Trevor

M
ic
ha
el
 D
ay

St Mary’s Walditch



as well as local MU 
branch members, and 
the archdeaconry MU 
representative, Jo Higgs, 
also came along.
Rowan set some 

simple artistic exercises 
to encourage everyone 
to believe they had an 
“inner artist”. These 
included: creating boxes 
on paper with different 
levels of shading; drawing 
objects from memory 
without looking at the 
paper; drawing a displayed object; and reproducing 
one’s artistic impression of one of a number of natural 
history postcards. The exercises produced some 
excellent work, even from those who had said at the 
outset that they could not draw.
Rowan said her aim was to make sure people felt 

confident in expressing themselves – “not worry 
too much about their sketch but enjoy the process.” 
Everyone agreed that she had achieved this.
There was a retiring collection in aid of the MU.

A change to our pattern of services
Since the pandemic, our services have been held on 
Thursdays for the first three weeks of every month, 
with a Eucharist service on the fourth Sunday. This 
allowed the limited number of clergy in the team to 
circulate in order to provide Holy Communion services 
on Sundays in the six parish churches. The timing also 
proved popular with our congregation.
However, people have indicated that they would 

now like to return to worship on Sundays for a variety 
of reasons. We now also have more clergy and lay 
ministers in the Parish of Bridport.
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From this month (May) onwards, our services are 
reverting to Sunday mornings. The first Sunday will 
continue to be a parish service at 10am, held in rotation 
across the six churches in the Parish of Bridport. On 
other Sundays we will celebrate Holy Communion or  
a non-eucharistic service at 11am.
This month there is one exception – an additional 

parish service at St Mary’s Bridport at 10am on Sunday 
18 May, before the Annual Parochial Church Meeting.
If you have any questions about this change, please 

contact the Revd Ann Ayling.

Fundraising soup lunch
There will be a simple soup lunch  
in St Mary’s Walditch after the 
11am service on Sunday 11 May in aid of 
Christian Aid Week. All welcome.

Information about the Walditch Garden Group is now 
in the Get Involved section, which starts on page 25.

Pictured: a selection of drawings produced at the 
Mothers’ Union sketching workshop in April

Bridport Town Council
BOTHENHAMPTON & 

WALDITCH WARD  
Ward clerk – Jo Hughes

bandw.ward@bridport-tc.gov.uk

The ward clerk writes...
With spring well and truly upon us, now is the perfect 
time to enjoy some fresh air, spring sunshine and all 

that the outdoors has to offer – and Jellyfields Nature 
Reserve, off Lower Walditch Lane, fits the bill perfectly.
Owned and managed by Dorset Council, Jellyfields is 

a long, narrow, three-hectare wet woodland with grass, 
a stream running through the middle, and a small 
pond. The woodland is mainly alder of various ages, 
plus willow, birch, blackthorn, sycamore and a few 
notably large ash and oak trees. 
The reserve is designated as a Site of Nature 

Conservation Interest (SNCI) with the priority habitat 
being deciduous woodland. A rush meadow SNCI sits 
to the south-east of the site. Together, Jellyfields and 
the surrounding meadows provide a valuable matrix  
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Pictured: Jellyfields offers a relatively flat walk and is 
also suitable for pushchairs and mobility vehicles

of woodland, scrub and grassland that is home to a 
surprising range of common and notable species. 
There’s an enjoyable, relatively flat looped walk on 

an easy access path that is suitable for pushchairs and 
mobility vehicles and is also short enough for young 
children to walk. Dorset Council staff have recently 
cleared the sides of the pathways, making it easier to 
walk around, and for those wishing to take an extended 
walk there is an additional mud path further through 
the woods. For dog walkers, there is a dog waste bin at 
the main entrance to the reserve.
Jellyfields is within walking distance of the town 

centre but there is ample parking on Lower Walditch 
Lane for those travelling from further afield.
In recent years, Bridport Town Council (BTC) has 

been in discussion with Dorset Council about the 
transfer of Jellyfields, and in anticipation of this 
BTC undertook a community consultation in 2020 
to explore options to define and prioritise practical 
action that would enhance the area for wildlife as 
well as promoting quiet enjoyment. If Dorset Council 
officially transfers Jellyfields to BTC, consideration will 

BTC Bothenhampton & Walditch Ward  
continued...

be given to publishing a revised management plan and 
beginning its implementation.
Do take the opportunity to enjoy a walk around 

Jellyfields this spring and savour its calming quietness.
Please email me at bandw.ward@bridport-tc.gov.uk 

if you want to get in touch about anything in the ward.
Jo Hughes

HOLY TRINITY Bradpole
Parish editor – Douglas Baldwin 424232 
douglas.baldwin@seaside20.plus.com

Bell enquiries –  
htbrabells@parishofbridport.org

For pastoral or personal issues, please 
contact the Revd Janis Moore 425644 

(Wednesday is her day off)

Quiz evening 
The Friends of Holy Trinity held a very successful quiz 
evening last month (pictured below left). All the tables 
were booked, and the participants had to think very 
hard to answer some of the questions but enjoyed a fish 
and chip supper as a reward! 

Footpath improvements
You may have noticed that there has been a marked 
improvement to the footpath linking St Andrew’s Road 
(alongside Lidl’s car park) with the cycle and pedestrian 
path that follows the route of the Asker from Bradpole 
to Jessopp Avenue. The parish editor had contacted 
Dorset Council (DC) asking for the path to be repaired 
since it was a quagmire for most of the time. The 
rights-of-way officer replied that DC had no funds to do 
this, so the next stage was to ask the ward councillors if 
Bridport Town Council could help in any way. Luckily 
this approach was successful! 
The football ground car park was being resurfaced 

and there would be some excess spoil from this project; 
DC accepted this and used it to improve the footpath. 
This is a good example of how ward councillors can 

Pictured: there was a full house for April’s  
quiz evening at Holy Trinity Bradpole
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help the local residents and our thanks are due to them 
for that. [See the Bradpole Ward report below for 
more info and photos. Ed]

Jazzy Cafe
Holy Trinity Bradpole will become 
a pop-up Jazzy Cafe on Thursday  
15 May from 10am to midday as 
part of Christian Aid Week. Dan Shackell on saxophone 
and Sue Smith on piano will create a relaxing mood as 
you tuck into delicious homemade cake with a jazzed-
up cappuccino. If you’ve enjoyed the cake, you will be 
able to buy more at the ‘bakes and makes’ stall. Other 
stalls will include flowers and vegetable plants plus 
bring-and-buy. Please come and help this global cause.

Bridport Big Band
This popular band will be giving a concert in the church 
on Friday 16 May at 7pm. Tickets are £15 – which 
includes a ploughman’s meal – and are available 
from the secretary of The Friends of Holy Trinity on 
thefriendshtb@gmail.com or 07503 167717.

Village lunch club
The club will be having lunch on Tuesday 13 May. 
Numbers are restricted so please contact Thelma 
Pulman (458533) if you haven’t already booked. 
Everyone is welcome.

Other groups
The Mothers’ Union will meet at 2.30pm on Tuesday  
20 May. The Crafty Group will meet on Thursdays 1 
and 15 May. Contact Daphne King (427552) for details.

Tots@Ten  
Pre-school children are welcome to join others, with 
parents and carers, normally every Wednesday during 
term time at 10am in the church where there are toys 
to play with and lots of space. Refreshments are served. 
There is no charge.

Bradpole Buzz Group
The group would love some support  
with the following:
• Practical help with planting
• Offers of wild plants and seeds  
   from your garden
• Suggestions and general support
During May we will be meeting on Saturdays 3 and 
24, and Wednesday 14. For more information phone 
Rose Van den Akker on 01308 425756 or email 
bradpolebuzz@gmail.com.

Bradpole Forster Village Hall
The main hall (pictured) is available for hire by 
local community groups and for private events and 
is fully accessible 
with facilities for 
disabled people. Hall 
bookings can now be 
made online at www.
hallbookingonline.com/
bradpole.
There is also some 

information on the Bradpole website: www.bradpole.
org.uk/the-forster-memorial-institute-bradpole-
village-hall.
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Bridport Town Council
BRADPOLE WARD 

Ward clerk – Sandy Goldsmith  
07944 523084

bradpole.ward@bridport-tc.gov.uk

Pictured: The path before and after resurfacing work

The ward clerk writes...
You may have already noticed and used the newly 
resurfaced rights-of-way footpath leading from the 
cycle path at Happy Island to St Andrew’s Road. It 
forms part of the Monarch’s Way Trail.
The work was a combined project, with Dorset 

Council paying and members of Bridport Town 
Council’s grounds team carrying out the clearing and 

resurfacing work. Thanks to all those involved.
We have already received compliments and thanks 

from people who use the path regularly. Hopefully 
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everyone will notice a difference, especially during the 
wetter months.
Our next community engagement meeting is on 

Monday 19 May at 7pm in Bradpole Village Hall. 
Councillors will be considering the possibility of a 

20mph speed restriction covering all roads in Bradpole 
village, so come along and let them know your views on 
this matter, or to speak to them about any other issues 
that are concerning you.
To get in touch about anything in the ward, please 

email me at bradpole.ward@bridport-tc.gov.uk.
Sandy Goldsmith

Who was Padre Pio? 
In St Swithun’s Church there is a statue 
of Padre Pio – but just who was this 
individual? 
Padre Pio (pictured here in 1947)

is a Roman Catholic saint who was 
canonised on 16 June 2002 by the 
then Pope, John Paul II. He was 
born Francesco Forgione in 1887 in 
Pietrelcina, southern Italy, to humble, 
devout Catholic parents, and he died in 
1968 aged 81.
An Italian priest and a member of the Capuchin Order 

of friars, Pio was a practical mystic. One of his most 
often quoted pieces of advice was to “pray, hope and 
don’t worry.” He hoped all Christians would recognise 
God in all things and, above all, do the will of God. 
Italy suffered terrible losses during World War I, 

with over 250,000 killed and nearly one million 
wounded high in the Alps and the Venetian plain 

ST SWITHUN’S Allington
Parish editor – James Craddock

allingtonbridgeswc@outlook.com 
Distribution – Kevin Payne 07976 534517

payne.kevin6@gmail.com
Verger – Graham Williams 07969 826430

graham_williams11@sky.com

against the Austro-Hungarian Empire on the Italian 
front. During a period of post-war reconstruction, 
Padre Pio was seen as a symbol of hope to the returning 
troops and their families.
He became a widely known spiritual director, 

developing five rules for spiritual growth: weekly 
confession, daily communion, spiritual reading, 
meditation, and examination of conscience. 

In the book Padre Pio: the Wonder Worker by 
Irish priest Father Carroll, published in 1999, 
the author sets out many of the miraculous 
cures attributed to this saint. There were 
thousands of such cures over the saint’s 
lifetime.
Sadly, however, in old age Padre 

Pio became very pessimistic about 
the state of things, asking somewhat 
prophetically: “Can’t you see the world 
is catching fire?” 
He was a proponent of lay prayer 

groups: from the early 1950s until his death 
in 1968, around 700 groups were established 

under his influence, with 68,000 members in 15 
countries.  
In 2002 an Italian TV station named Padre Pio TV 

was launched, dedicated to this saint’s life and works. 
Three films have been made of his life, the latest of 
which was released in 2022.
The saint’s shrine in Italy receives millions of visitors 

each year. Padre Pio is the patron saint of stress relief. 
James Craddock

Bridport Town Council
WEST & ALLINGTON WARD  

Ward clerk – Amy Stephenson
bridportwest.ward@bridport-tc.gov.uk

The ward clerk writes...
We are pleased to report that the fire-damaged item 
of play equipment at Flaxhayes Play Area has been 

replaced and is being well used. Meanwhile, it has 
been agreed that a new small climbing structure will 
be installed at Cherry Tree Play Area along with new 
paths. If this isn’t in place already, then it soon will be!
Another new addition is a noticeboard at Pine View 

to keep residents in touch with what is going on in the 
ward. Like our other noticeboards it also shows contact 
details for our ward councillors. More noticeboards will 
be making an appearance near you soon.
In March, Cathy, Steve and Kevin of the Allington 

Hillbillies volunteer group again successfully completed 



to explore. The meetings are held at the WI Hall in 
George Street, West Bay. 
If you are interested in joining the WI, please contact 

Alison Ridge on 01308 897293 or Maggie Hooper on 
07720 056310.

Round and about the Bay 
For me the real highlight in West Bay recently has 
been the arrival on 28 March of nine large elephants. 
Regular readers will recall that in the May 2024 issue 
I reported that real elephants had previously visited 
West Bay as part of a circus. Well, one of our current 
elephants, called Wending Our Way Down West Bay 
(pictured below), which is outside the Discovery 
Centre, shows the circus elephants on the beach. 
It was sad to 

hear that one of 
the elephants, 
Lord Admiral 
Trunkston, on the 
promenade was 
vandalised and a 
model mouse was 
removed from 
another, The Big 
Dorset Cheese 
Also Matters. 

Pictured, from left: Kevin Trott, Cathy Harvey  
and  Steve Todd of the Allington Hillbillies  

have completed first aid courses recently
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News from St John’s
We continue to hold regular Sunday services except 
when there is a parish service on the first Sunday  
of every month at one of the parish churches (visit  
www.parishofbridport.org for details). At St John’s 
we also have Morning Prayer on Mondays at 10am and 
the monthly Service of Wholeness and Healing on the 
fourth Saturday of the month at 6pm. 
 
West Bay WI
The regular Knit & Natter session will take place on 
Wednesday 7 May from 10am to 12 noon. Elizabeth 
Gale, whose grandmother was a founder member, will 
be coming along to share more of the group’s history.
The meeting on Wednesday 14 May (2.30–4.30pm) 

is the club’s AGM. The speaker will be Helen Wright, 
who will bring some ‘reminiscence boxes’ for the group 

their training courses in first aid (pictured right). Kevin 
is now fully trained to run working parties at Coopers 
Wood and Coopers Field and hopefully will be able to 
complete his training this year to work on the hill. The 
Allington Hillbillies are a vital part of our community 
who voluntarily maintain and look after part of 
Allington Hill on behalf of the town council, which 
leases the land from the Woodland Trust.
A new defibrillator has been installed at Hazelmead 

(Bridport Cohousing, next to the hospital). This is 
not just for residents but also for use by the wider 
community. It was provided by the British Heart 
Foundation with electrical work and installation paid 
for by Hazelmead Community Energy. The defibrillator 
is a very welcome addition to the community and 
has been logged with the NHS so it is on their system 
should you need to call 999 for this service. 
Our next public engagement session will be in July. 

More details will follow and will also be available on 
our noticeboards, Facebook page and the town council 
website. These sessions are for you as residents to come 
and talk about issues affecting you in your community, 
so feel free to come along for a friendly, informal chat.
Amy Stephenson 

ST JOHN’S West Bay
Parish editor – Sue Pollock  

07903 558568
Chapel warden –  

Rosemary Russell 423013 



I’m glad to say, though, that both have been repaired. 
You can follow the trail of elephant sculptures 

through Bridport, Lyme Regis and West Bay. Check out 
more information at www.stampedebythesea.org or 
visit the Salt House where you can find trail maps and 
other merchandise.
This month we are celebrating the 80th anniversary 

of Victory in Europe Day, or VE Day as it is more 
commonly known. On Tuesday 8 May 1945, the 
Allies accepted the formal unconditional surrender of 
Germany’s armed forces. 
On the theme of World War II, if you walk to the 

end of the West Pier there is a plaque dedicated to 
the Yukon Exercises, which were a rehearsal for 
the planned raid on the French port of Dieppe. The 
exercises took place in June 1942 when Lyme Bay 
was filled with over 80 ships carrying 4,000 men of 
the 2nd Canadian Division towards the beaches of 
West Bay, Eype’s Mouth and Burton Freshwater. They 
were joined by UK forces and landed along the coast; 
this area was chosen as it resembled the beaches and 
harbour at Dieppe. Unfortunately it was a disaster: the 
worst single day’s loss for Canadian forces in WWII.
You may have noticed that all the small black bins 

have been removed and more large wooden ones 
installed. The small bins were regularly attacked by 
seagulls and the rubbish around the bay first thing in 
the morning was awful, so we hope that the new bins 
will solve this problem. Of course, people still have 
to put the rubbish in the wooden bins or else take it 
home! Work has also started on the building that will 
house the beach wheelchairs. The outside will be clad 
in stonework, which will be more in keeping with the 
surrounding area than the original wooden cladding 
The Discovery Centre was open six days a week 

during the Easter holidays and there were three 
activities for children to enjoy (pictured above): the 

Pictured: There were several fun Easter  
activities in the Discovery Centre in April
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ST JOHN’S West Bay continued...

Pompom Easter Egg Hunt, Easter colouring and tissue 
paper Easter egg crafts on the activity table. Parents 
find the centre a real boon if the weather isn’t so good 
as it keeps the children occupied – some loving it so 
much that they have to be persuaded to leave by the 
promise of an ice cream!
Sue Pollock 

Upcoming events in West Bay
3–4 May	 Powerboat Racing
7 May	 West Bay ward meeting, St John’s, 6.30pm
10 May	 Coast to Coast Cycle Challenge 
	 Choice of two routes: Watchet to West Bay 	
	 (55 miles) or Drimpton to West Bay  
	 (11 miles). In aid of the Dorset & Somerset 	
	 Air Ambulance
25 May	 Pirates Day, 12–5pm

Bridport Town Council
WEST BAY WARD  

Ward clerk – Will Austin 456722
enquiries@bridport-tc.gov.uk

The ward clerk writes...
The ‘Stampede by the Sea’ – see my report for Central 
Ward – is a welcome addition to West Bay, and 
Weldmar have established their HQ and ‘shop’ for the 

trail at the Salt House. While this means the building 
won’t be available for other uses until the end of May, 
the shop is well worth a visit for the brilliant elephant-
themed merchandise on offer. It’s an important 
charitable cause and I can vouch for the value of the 
‘paint your own elephant’ kit – my grandson Elliot 
found there was enough paint to decorate his elephant 
and Grandpa’s face. Hilarious… not.
There’s been a lot of discussion lately about the 

Old Railway Line path from Burton Road to West 
Bay, including at the last West Bay ward meeting and 
at a council committee meeting. Councillors have 
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Pictured: Ward 
clerk Will Austin 

gets a new look 
courtesy of 

grandson Elliott;  
Bridport Mayor 

Cllr Anne 
Rickard (far 
right) at the 

‘Stampede by the 
Sea’ launch

Bridport UNITED CHURCH
Minister – The Revd Jane Wilson  

01308 341159 
Church secretary – Jane Clinton 

bucchurchsec@gmail.com
Church bookings – Sue Herman 422598

bucadmin@gmail.com 

Pushing at the boundaries
When you think about boundaries, I wonder what 
comes into your head.
These days, it often means that the cricket team I 

support have just scored a ‘6’ by clearing the boundary, 
but it wasn’t always so. During my working life as 
a surveyor, boundaries featured prominently, and 
boundary disputes were all too common.  
Perhaps you think about boundaries as barriers 

keeping young children from danger, or straying 
animals from escaping – either keeping things in or 
keeping them out; dividing and separating. You might 
think about boundaries in terms of behaviour or beliefs, 

previously approved the sale of some small parcels of 
land alongside the bridleway, to help fund maintenance 
work. We recognise that not everyone is happy about 
the sales, and councillors have decided to develop a 
management plan that will include public consultation 
on this issue, and more broadly on how the land should 
be managed. There’s more detail in the committee 
minutes at www.bridport-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2025/03/M-10-03-25.pdf, and we’ll launch 
the consultation soon – see our website or contact me 
for details.
Part of the land in question is host to West Bay Play 

Area, an important jewel in the area’s accessibility 
crown that received some welcome TLC in March. 

The Dino climbing frame has been replaced, and new 
matting has been laid under other existing equipment.
West Bay Car Boot sale starts on 13 April and 

runs every Sunday morning (7.30–11.30am) until 
26 October. The fees from the event form a grants 
fund which in March awarded over £5,000 to local 
community groups.
The next ward meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 

7 May in St John’s Church at 6.30pm. Come along and 
talk about all things West Bay.
Will Austin

where one person’s ideas might be different to yours 
or mine – yet often the things we have in common far 
outweigh the differences.
On the world stage, boundaries are responsible for so 

many of the wars and conflicts that dominate our news. 
In his book Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind, 
Yuval Noah Harari tells us that our ancestors lived a 
largely nomadic life until around 10,000 years ago. 
The first agricultural revolution evolved in modern-day 
Turkey and Iran, where horticulture and agriculture 
steadily replaced the ancient hunting and gathering. 
As individuals and tribes worked the land, they 
started to construct the boundaries. Those boundaries 
weren’t just the physical fences, but different groups 
establishing their own distinct cultures and religions. 
‘Good’ land became protected by the inhabitants, but 
those who remained nomadic and whose ancestors 
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‘Let you be my servant, too’
I have always loved the Servant Song, with its message 
of service to others. Indeed, I chose it as one of the 
hymns on my ordination day, which seemed apt as the 
role of a deacon in the Catholic Church is very much 
one of service: service to the bishop, service to the 
priest, service to parishioners and all those whom we 
meet each week, but most importantly service to God.

Bridport UNITED CHURCH continued…

PARISH PAGES

St MARY & St CATHERINE 
Roman Catholic Church
Parish priest – Fr Colin Groombridge

colin.groombridge@prcdtr.org.uk  
Presbytery 424754 

Secretary – Faith Leborgne 422594 
bridport@prcdtr.org.uk

had crossed the lands for millennia resented these 
new barriers, so conflicts arose. European colonisers 
had little regard for the boundaries formed by the 
indigenous people, whether they were nomadic or in 
settlements, so further resentment was inevitable.
One way or another, boundaries have been 

responsible for divisions of land and of people. Those 
on opposite sides are often considered ‘others’, be 
they in different parts of the world or the country or 
maybe just in different parts of Bridport. In terms of 
our places of worship in Bridport, we try to break down 
boundaries between our various church denominations 
through Churches Together in Bridport and District, 
and by sharing our love of God. In Bridport United 
Church we, like other town churches, hold regular 
worship and community events including Wednesday 
and Saturday coffee mornings, monthly Big Breakfasts 
and lunches, and occasional afternoon teas. Everyone 
is invited to the joint prayer groups and our 15-minute 
Saturday midday silent ‘Stand for Peace’ vigils. The 
BUC Little Lambs group is for mums/carers and 
their toddlers, while Messy Church involves the older 
children. Check them out!
God created us as unique individuals, but we share in 

our common humanity and community. Our churches 
offer sanctuary and protection, not disputes and 
separation. Let’s work together as a team to clear those 
boundaries in our churches.
Kevin Davenport

May services at Bridport United Church:
Sunday 4	 10.30am	 The Revd Jane Wilson 
					   Morning Worship & 		
					   Holy Communion
	 4pm	 Soul Space
Sunday 11	 10.30am	 The Revd Jane Wilson 
					   Morning Worship
Sunday 18	 10.30am	 Morning Worship
	 4pm	 Cafe Church with 
					   the Revd Jane Wilson
Sunday 25	 10.30am	 Chris Smith
					   Morning Worship 
					 
Regular events
Mondays 	 9.30–11am	 Little Lambs toddlers 	 	
	 	 			 group (term time only)
Wednesdays	 9.30–10am	 Prayer meeting in church
	 10am–noon	 Coffee morning in the hall
	 12.30pm	 Lunch Club (4th only) 	 	
	 	 			 Please book on 422598
Thursdays	 2.30–4pm	 Friendship Club (3rd only) 
	 3.30–5.30pm	Messy Church (4th only)
Saturdays	 10am–noon	 Coffee morning in the hall
	 9–11.30am	 Big Breakfast in the hall 
	 	 			 (1st only). May’s event  
	 	 			 will be in aid of Christian 		
	 	 			 Aid Week.

For more details of our services and other events, please 
visit our website www.buc.cool or our Facebook page.

At the Last Supper, much to the consternation of His 
followers, Jesus gave us the supreme example of how 
we should behave as Christians, by taking off his outer 
robe and washing His disciples’ feet (Jn 11:1–17). If you 
remember, Peter was completely shocked that Jesus 
would do something like this, the work of a servant.
I am always amused when we ask for volunteers to 

have their feet washed during our Maundy Thursday 
service. For many, 
the concept of 
anyone getting near 
their feet is far too 
much. But this is 
also the point of 
Jesus’ action. Not 
only was Jesus 
commanding us to 
serve each other, he 
was equally asking 
us to have the 
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BEACON CHURCH 
Priory Lane, Bridport

Church office 456031
office@beaconchurchbridport.co.uk
www.beaconchurchbridport.co.uk

humility to recognise when we need others to serve us. 
As the hymn so beautifully puts it: “Pray that I might 
have the grace to let you be my servant, too.”
I am privileged to spend much of my week visiting 

parishioners who are sick or housebound. As I visit 
care homes, residential homes and those being cared 
for in their own home, I am always overwhelmed by the 
kindness and care people receive from those who work 
in the care professions, as well as those who look after 
a loved one in their time of need. There are so many 
examples in our local community of service with little 
fuss but with huge degrees of love and compassion. 
Many of these people go without recognition but use 
their time to ensure others have a better life and a 
greater level of dignity.
I am aware that for some of those receiving care this 

comes with its own challenges. Many have lived lives 

of great service themselves, but have reached a point 
where they have to learn to accept that it is their turn to 
receive. I know that for many of us having the humility 
to allow others to serve us can be hard. How many of 
us would rather be pouring water on others’ feet than 
having them pour it on ours?
Let us always be people who look for opportunities to 

serve others, but in doing so be open to the times when 
we should accept the caring service of others.
Deacon Mark Brown

Sunday Mass is at 10am at the Roman Catholic 
church in Victoria Grove and is streamed online at 
www.bridportcatholics.org.uk and the Bridport 
Catholic Parish Facebook page. For updates about 
Sunday and weekday Mass, see the weekly newsletter 
on the website or look for updates on Facebook.

At Beacon Church we focus on communicating 
with God through prayer, being family to all 
who come through the doors, and reaching out 
to the community of Bridport. 
During the week we meet on Wednesday, Thursday 

and Friday lunchtimes (11am–2pm) to be a place 
of peace and to be family for the hungry and lonely 
through the Community Kitchen. We offer a variety of 
free homemade soup and/or meals, tea, coffee and cake.
On Thursdays we also open the door at 5pm to 

provide a place for anyone to come and sit and rest 
from the busyness of life as we pray for the community 
of Bridport. 
Our Sunday mornings are very relaxed and Spirit-led. 

We follow a pattern of prayer and worship, teaching 
and fellowship (from 10am).
Visit our website or find us on Facebook for the latest 

news and updates. 

New Beacon Family Club
We welcome families with primary school aged children 
to come along and be in a warm, safe space to relax and 
spend time together as a family. 
Every Wednesday, 3.30 to 5pm at Beacon Church. 

Food, drink, crafts and games will be provided free of 
charge. We look forward to seeing you and your family. 

You are always welcome at Beacon Church. Wherever 
you are in your journey in faith, and whatever you 
believe, we’d love to meet you.  
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We are a member church of the UK Evangelical 
Alliance and an Ichthus Link Church. 
We meet for worship every Sunday at 10.30am and at 

various times during the week. 
We seek to bless the community of Bridport with the 

Good News of Jesus, and everyone is assured of a warm 
welcome at our Sunday services or when joining in any 
of our activities.
Our usual pattern of activities is as follows (it varies 

during church festivals such as Christmas – see online 
for details: www.bridportchristianfellowship.org).  

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
King’s Lane (in East St car park)

Office 424437 • David Collins 458227
info@bridportchristianfellowship.org
www.bridportchristianfellowship.org

Mondays: Meals Outreach Project for those who find 
themselves in difficult times. 
Tuesdays: House groups meet at 2–3pm, 2.30–4pm 
and 7.30–9.30pm.
Wednesdays: House groups meet at 10.30am–12 
noon and another at 7–9pm. Precious Ones Baby & 
Toddlers Group, for under-4s and their parents or 
carers, meets in the church at 9.30–11.30am.
Fridays: Come along and join in our Art Group, 
10am–12 noon. You don’t have to be brilliant at art!
Saturdays: Pray Chat coffee bar with free tea, coffee 
and cake, 10am–12.30pm.
Sundays: 10.30am–12 noon is our weekly service.
On the first Sunday in the month, we share a meal or 
BBQ after the service.

Bridport QUAKER MEETING 
The Meeting House  

97 South Street
Correspondent – Jeni Edwards  

538105 / jeni.edwards69@gmail.com

Rejoicing in every day
It is said that Quakers worship in silence, but this 
is not quite true. It is based on listening, for there 
is never complete silence: there are birds singing, 
traffic moving, wind blowing and the background of 
the world going on. But out of, and through, the quiet 
waiting of worship, the spiritual life expands sometimes 
into words, music or song but often into a sense of 
togetherness that cannot be defined: “The silence of 
eternity interpreted by love.” *

Meeting is held at the Meeting House in South Street 
at 10.30am for an hour on Sunday mornings and 
10.30am for half an hour on Wednesday mornings. All 
are welcome.
The Quaker website at www.bridportquakers.org 
contains all the information you need to book a room 
for an event or to find out more about us.

*Words from the hymn Dear Lord and Father 
of Mankind, taken from a poem by Quaker John 
Greenleaf Whittier. 

ROOFING & BUILDING

01308 863809 │ 07976 372045 │alljim996@aol.com
www.jimallenbuilding.co.uk 

• New builds • Brickwork & stonework
• Blockwork & rendering • Guttering & UPVC
• Carpentry & property maintenance
• Roofing/re-roofs & repairs

HOME / GARDEN  
MAINTENANCE
Jon 07341 554340

Gardening – Fencing – Painting
Carpet cleaning service
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Please contact the editor (details on page 2) if you’d 
like your group to appear here. Entries are free 
but are limited to a few lines and are for non-profit 
community groups and clubs and their events (not 
ticketed events such as concerts). Unless otherwise 
stated, all phone numbers are Bridport (01308).

Bridport & District Allotment Society (BADAS) is 
open to all. Membership is £5/year and gives discount 
at several gardening suppliers. Contact 250260 / email 
BADASHUB@outlook.com. More details online at  
www.bridportallotmentsociety.co.uk
Friday Dance Group for women meets every Friday 
11.30am–12.30pm at St Mary’s Church House Hall, 
South St. Come and enjoy dancing as you like to a range 
of music. First session free. Details from Sue 425037. 
Bridport Bridge Club meets at St Swithun’s Hall 
on Tuesday afternoons (beginners/rusty players; not 
fourth Tuesday), Wednesday evenings and Friday 
afternoons (relaxed; not third Friday), plus online  
on Thursday evenings. Beginners’ lessons started in 
mid-October. See www.bridgewebs.com/bridport or 
phone Martin Angold 01308 861120.
Bridport & District Model Railway Club meets 
each Tuesday at Askerswell village hall 7–9pm. 
Members can run their stock on the club ‘test track’ or 
operate a club layout. Chairman Geoff Purse 423220.
Burton Bradstock Duplicate Bridge Group  
meets at the village hall on Tuesdays 1.45–4.45pm. 
Contact Kathy 485626.
Bridport Stage Company theatre group will be 
performing Alice Through the Looking Glass at The 
Bull Hotel on Friday 30 May at 7pm and on Saturday 
31 May at 2.30pm and 7pm. Tickets £10 from The Bull. 
All proceeds go to charity. To get involved in future 
productions, email Valerie: tasterella@hotmail.co.uk. 
No experience is needed, and all ages are welcome. 
West Dorset Singers (formerly the New Elizabethan 
Singers) meet for choral rehearsals in the United 
Church Hall on Tuesdays at 7.30pm from September to 
May. For more info contact the membership secretary, 
Jill Edwards: membership@westdorsetsingers.org
Bridport Choral Society rehearses on Monday 
evenings at 7.30pm at the United Church Hall. Contact 
Fiona Kenward fekenward@gmail.com
Bridport Blind Club is a social club for the visually 
impaired. It meets twice a month for tea, entertainment 
& chat. Part of Dorset Blind Association, which provides 
personal and technical help. Ian Ibbotson 898484.

West Dorset Music Community Orchestra 
meets on Wednesdays in term time 6.30–7.45pm at 
the Christian Fellowship Hall in East Street car park. 
Contact 456297 /www.westdorsetmusic.org.uk 
Bridport & District Gardening Club will meet at 
the WI Hall, North Street, on Thursday 15 May at 7 for 
7.30pm, when well-known gardener, presenter and 
GQT panellist Anne Swithinbank will speak about her 
life in gardening. www.bridportgardeningclub.co.uk
The Cowshed Wellbeing Gardens group meets on 
Tuesdays 2–4pm. Gardening, talking, art & workshops 
for people with health vulnerabilities or wishing to 
enhance wellbeing. Access is to the left of Bridport 
Medical Centre. For details please text 07769 720773.
ASCape offers social opportunities and support for 
autistic young people and those with social anxiety aged 
4–25 and their families. Contact info@ascapegroup.
org or visit www.ascapegroup.org
Voices of Hope Singing Group is open to all ages 
and abilities. Easy, uplifting, joyful songs from around 
the world, some rounds and some in parts. Borough 
Gardens (off South Street) or The Chapel in the Garden 
if it’s raining, Fridays at 11am. Suggested donation £5. 
janesilvercorren@gmail.com / 07887 675161 for more 
details or to join the mailing list. 
West Dorset Flower Club meets at the WI Hall, 
North St, at 2.30pm on the second Monday each month 
with demonstrations and speakers. On 12 May there is 
a workshop with Bridge House Flowers on buttonholes 
and wrist corsages (materials provided). Phone 456339.
Free play singing, circle toning, layering and 
creating spontaneous tunes, with improvised sound 
and world rhythms. Tuesdays 1.30pm at Bridport 
Youth & Community Centre, Gundry Lane. For more 
info phone Pen 07713 008290.
Bridport Health Walks are free gentle walks around 
town. A 30-minute walk every Wednesday and a walk 
of about 60 minutes on the first and third Thursday 
each month. Meet in front of the United Church on 
East St at 9.45am and return for hot refreshments.  
No need to book, just turn up. For more details contact 
01305 252222 / sarah.davies@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
Bridport Tree Planting Group plants & gives away 
1,000 trees a year in public and private spaces around 
Bridport. Three free saplings available per household. 
Help needed to water and weed young trees. Contact 
joe@thehacketts.uk for details and to receive newsletter. 
www.westdorsetfriendsof theearth.org.uk/index.php/
more-trees-please

Get involved: local clubs, groups & societies
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Bridport Folk Dance Club meets every Monday 
7.15–9.30pm in the WI Hall, North Street. All welcome, 
including beginners. Phone 458165 or 459001. 
Bridport History Society meets on the second 
Thursday of each month (except July and August) at the 
United Church Hall, 2.15 for 2.30pm. Visitors welcome 
£5pp. Membership is £12 individual / £18 couple. For 
more info visit www.bridporthistorysociety.org.uk
Bridport Inner Wheel meets monthly at Haddon 
House, West Bay, to enjoy friendship and listen to 
speakers as well as helping the community. Contact Sue 
Pollock 07903 558568 / rognsuewbay@btinternet.com
Bridport Branch Royal Naval Association meets 
on the third Thursday each month at 7 for 7.30pm in the 
Bridport & District Social Club, North St. Ex-matelots & 
all other ex-military welcome. Refreshments available. 
Contact Peter May glassertonm1141@outlook.com
Bridport Community Carnival Committee 
enables both carnival processions to happen on the 
third weekend of August each year. Would you like to 
get involved with planning this sociable event for  
2025? Contact joycedunford@yahoo.co.uk or visit 
www.bridportcarnival.co.uk
Bridport Community Shed, between Mountfield 
and Bedford Place, opens Mon, Wed & Thurs 10am to 
noon. On the first Tuesday of the month there is also an 
evening stitching session (please book in advance). 
Contact 07593 880428. 
The Harmony Centre provides friendly, informal 
support for local adults of all ages (18+) who want 
to improve their mental health and wellbeing. Call 
in during opening hours (Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday 10am–1pm) to find out how we can help you. 
Now at Unit 1, The Tower Building, St Michael’s Estate 
(entrance via courtyard off Foundry Lane DT6 3RR). 
Phone 01308 801154.
Bridport Community Front Room offers 
face-to-face and phone support with mental health 
practitioners and peer specialists for people reaching 
a mental health crisis point or needing wellbeing 
support. Thursday to Sunday 2.15–9.45pm. Based at 
The Harmony Centre, address as in previous entry. 
Phone: 07385 290804.

Friends at Greenfields is a social get-together for 
those on their own or simply needing a bit of company. 
Every Thursday 10am–3pm at Greenfields, Bridport 
Community Hospital. Contact Lyn Goward 488272.
Bridport Scottish Dancers meet on Wednesdays 
mid-Sept to May at 7.15pm in St Mary’s Church House 
Hall, South St. All welcome, no partner required. £3 per 
session incl. refreshments. Basic tuition in first hour. 
Please wear soft shoes. Caroline 538141 / Tony 01297 
560335 / www.bridportscottishdancers.org.uk
Bridport Youth Dance offers classes in tap, 
contemporary, street, urban and musical theatre.  
To enrol or for more details contact Nikki Northover  
07765 971357 / bridportyouthdance01@gmail.com / 
www.bridportyouthdance.org.uk. 
MMMM! Monday Movie, Meal & Mingling  
from United Diversity Bridport (UDB) & Sustainable 
Bridport. Mondays 6–10pm in the White Room, Chapel 
in the Garden, East St (entry via Rax Lane). Inspiring 
documentaries and short films by local filmmakers. 
Admission £3 to cover room hire (UDB members free). 
Food and drink available. www.ud.coop/mmmm 
Bridport & District u3a is for people no longer in 
full-time employment. Monthly meetings 2pm on the 
fourth Tuesday each month (except December) in 
the United Church Hall, East St. The talk lasts about 
an hour, followed by Q&A and refreshments. On 27 
May, Bob Rayner presents a history of the Dignity in 
Dying movement and what assisted dying will look 
like in the UK. Members free, visitors £3. More than 
60 u3a groups meet regularly, covering a huge range 
of interests. Contact Alastair Forbes 424166 / chair@
bridportu3a.org.uk / website www.bridportu3a.org.uk 
The u3a Singers Group meets on the first and third 
Thursdays each month at the WI Hall in North Street, 
10am for a 10.30am start. All welcome (no audition). 
Contact Heather 425219 / www.bridportu3a.org.uk. 
The Rotary Club of Bridport meets on the first 
and third Tuesday of each month at 6 for 6.30pm at 
the Bridport & District Golf Club, Burton Road DT6 
4QT. We also hold fundraising and social activities 
on other dates and elsewhere. We help good causes 
locally, nationally and internationally and support the 
local community. Contact Mike Green 07909 990693 / 
mikegreen@greenmail.net
Life+line Bereavement Support is a Parish of 
Bridport initiative for people of all faiths or none, 
meeting in a supportive, confidential environment to 
listen to and encourage one another in our experience 
of grief. Fourth Monday of every month 2.30–4pm at 
Greenfields, Bridport Community Hospital. Contact 
Diana Wright 456967.

Citizens Advice is here to help
Need advice on benefits, debt, employment or other 
issues? Pick up the phone and talk to us on Freephone 
0800 144 8848. You can also email us via the contact 
form at www.bridportca.org.uk or 
drop in to 45 South Street, Bridport 
(Mon, Tues & Thurs 10am–3pm,  
Wed & Fri 10am–1pm).



GET INVOLVED

27

Stepping Out Bridport is an exercise and  
wellbeing programme, led by trained rehabilitation 
instructors, for people living with or beyond cancer. 
Monday and Thursday mornings at the Pavilion, 
Bridport Leisure Centre. All ages welcome. Contact 
j.perfect@bridportleisure.com. More information at 
www.steppingoutbridport.co.uk
Bridport St Mary’s Parkrun is a weekly, free, timed 
run or walk organised by volunteers. Saturdays 9am at 
St Mary’s Field. Great fun for all ages and abilities. 
Register online first then bring your barcode on your 
phone or printed out. Find us on Facebook or visit 
www.parkrun.org.uk/stmarys
Bridport St John Ambulance unit meets at TS 
Keppel, West Allington, on Mondays. Cadets (aged 10– 
18) 6–7.30pm, adults 7.30–9pm. Volunteers are always 
welcome to join the unit. For details contact the unit 
manager: caroline.rendell@sja.org.uk
Girlguiding West Dorset has Rainbow, Brownie, 
Guide & Ranger groups meeting in Bridport area. Open 
to girls aged 4+ and adults, we offer an inclusive space 
for fun and friendship and a wide range of activities 
within a progressive programme structure offering 
opportunities and awards. www.girlguiding.org.uk / 
girlguidingwestdorset@gmail.com 
Bridport Stroke Club meets weekly Sept–Christmas 
and Feb–July at the Community Room, Vernon’s Court. 
Contact Chris Farmer: agricols@icloud.com
Bridport Food Bank provides support for anyone in 
the Bridport area in need of food, household supplies, 
advice and support, or just a cuppa and chat. St Mary’s 
Church, South Street on Monday evenings 5–7pm and 
Wednesdays 11am–1pm.  www.bridportfoodbank.org
/ info@bridportfoodbank.org / 07443 596096
Bridport Community Fridge redistributes surplus 
food free or for a donation. Usually Tues and Sat 
10–11.30am at The Chapel in the Garden, East St. Also 
at St Swithun’s Church with Bridport Food Surplus 
Stall on Thursdays 9.30–11.30am. See their Facebook 
page or email events@bridportunitarians.co.uk
Bellringers in the Parish of Bridport: We always 
welcome new ringers and are happy to train you on  
our bells. At St Mary’s Bridport we meet at 7.30pm  
on Thursdays. For more info contact Bob Hardwick 
420632. At Holy Trinity Bradpole we practise at 
7.30pm on Tuesdays. We have a ground-floor ringing 
chamber and training simulator. Contact htbrabells@
parishofbridport.org
Golden Cap Association (West Dorset) in support 
of the National Trust, organises illustrated talks in the 
United Church Hall, East Street. Non-members £5. 
Contact Sarah Nicks 459855. www.goldencapnt.org.uk

The National Coastwatch Institution works with 
other emergency services to keep people safe along our 
coastline. Volunteer watchkeepers always needed for 
lookouts at Burton Bradstock and Charmouth. Contact 
Station Manager Judy Clarke: judy.clarke@nci.org.uk 
Bridport & Lyme Regis Royal Air Forces Assn 
meets on the second Thursday of the month at 6pm in 
various locations. Whether currently serving in the 
RAF, a veteran, a family member, or if you just want to 
do your bit to help, you are always welcome to join us. 
Bill Davies: 281200 / buccbill@hotmail.com 
Bridport Royal British Legion meets on the third 
Saturday each month at 10am for a coffee morning. 
Come along to our hall in Victoria Grove for a chat  
and to find out about membership and activities.  
The RBL Hall is available for private and organisational 
hire. Contact Linda 425664 (hall bookings) or Mike 
Thompson 07974 534945 / mickey_thompson56@
hotmail.com (membership).
The Bank of Dreams and Nightmares creative 
writing charity runs free workshops for children and 
young adults in local schools and elsewhere. Come and 
join our Marvellous Mentors supporting children to 
find their voice. No experience necessary. www.
thebankofdreamsandnightmares.org/volunteering
The New Arts Group meets at Bridport Town Hall 
for fascinating talks on a wide range of topics. £10 per 
person to cover costs (no membership fee). Tea/coffee 
from 1.30pm (£1), talk starts at 2pm. For details of the 
next meeting contact jenifer.morley@btinternet.com
Bridport & District Good Neighbour Scheme 
provides help for people in the community needing 
transport to medical appointments who cannot use 
public transport, do not qualify for the hospital car 
scheme, have no friends or family to help and cannot 
afford taxi fares. Donation to cover cost of the journey 
if possible. Contact 07778 211140.
Somerset & Dorset Family History Society (West 
Dorset Group) meets at Loders Village Hall. Members 
£1, visitors £3. Email Jane: jferentzi@aol.com
Bridport Dog Training Society has been active for 
60+ years and meets on Monday evenings at St Mary’s 
Church House Hall, South St. Contact club secretary 
Sue Palfrey 07787 289425. A trained dog is a happy dog! 
West Bay Harriers are a Bridport-based off-road 
running group. One-hour trail on country footpaths, 
etc., every Monday 7pm from in front of The Woodman, 
South Street. With headtorches in winter. No charge. 
Contact Pete Brown 07762 257212.
Salway Ash Acoustic Sessions are on the first 
Tuesday every month at 8pm at the Anchor Inn. Sing, 
play, join in, listen, enjoy. Contact Harry Britton 421225.



Bridport & District RNLI holds five or six events 
(including Seatown BBQ) each year to raise money. 
Volunteers always needed. Contact Sadie 07811 470127 
or Annie 07790 713156.
Bridport Art Society is a friendly, non-profit group 
of artists at all levels of experience which aims to 
encourage interest in and practice of the visual arts. 
It holds an annual summer exhibition to celebrate its 
members’ creativity. Find us at www.bridportart.com 
and on Facebook and Instagram.
Bridport Camera Club meets most Wednesdays 
from September to May, 7–10pm at Bridport Town 
Hall. Friendly hub whose members follow all kinds of 
photographic interests on smartphone, digital camera 
or film. Non-members £5. Come along to a meeting or 
visit www.bridportcameraclub.co.uk.
Age UK’s Forget-Me-Not dementia support group 
offers support and information to people living with 
dementia and their caregivers. Entertainment, speakers 
and refreshments. Bridport Youth & Community Centre, 
Gundry Lane, on the second and fourth Thursdays of 
the month, 1.30–3pm. £2.50pp. Phone 01305 269444.
Colmer WI meets on the second Thursday each 
month at 7.30pm in the WI Hall, North Street. Visitors 
welcome to come for a no-obligation evening. Contact 
Sarah Fletcher sarah.fletcher33@hotmail.co.uk
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Bridport Community Orchard & Allotment group
is open to all for sociable monthly working parties in  
the two orchards in Bridport. The allotment group 
meets weekly on Thursdays at 2pm to grow and harvest 
fruit and vegetables together. For dates and details visit 
www.bridportcommunityorchard.org.uk 
Bridport Lions Club meets on the second Tuesday  
of the month at 7pm at Haddon House Hotel, West Bay. 
A social evening often also takes place on the fourth 
Tuesday, plus fundraising events throughout the year in 
aid of individuals and groups in our community. Contact 
Sheila Greenaway 07930 636804 / bridportlionsclub@
outlook.com. Website www.bridportlionsclub.org
The Living Tree Cancer Support Group is for anyone 
affected by cancer: patients, their families, carers and 
friends. We can help through counselling, complement-
ary therapies, creative activities and simple friendship, 
all free of charge. Drop-in session every Friday 2.15–4pm 
at the Friends Meeting House, South St, to relax, talk 
and meet people. Everyone welcome. 07341 916976 
mail@thelivingtree.org.uk / www.thelivingtree.org.uk
Bridport Embroiderers meet in St Swithun’s Hall on 
the third Friday, 10am–3.30pm. Programme includes 
visiting tutors and caters for beginners and those more 
experienced in machine and hand embroidery. Many 
other techniques covered. Monthly fee plus materials. 
Contact Bridget 07952 517764 / bmtrump@icloud.com 
Walditch Garden Group All welcome to our regular 
monthly garden group meeting on the last Thursday 
each month (except December) at 10am in Walditch 
Village Hall. Seasonal topics, featured plant of the 
month and garden discussion throughout the year with 
tea and coffee. Contact Jane Mowatt 07810 110461.

Contact 01308 422370 / 07717 682979
E: info@detailanddesign.co.uk
W: www.detailanddesign.couk  

Leo Davies Electrical is a trading name of Detail & Design Property Services Ltd

 ELECTRICAL REPAIRS
 ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS
 ELECTRICAL SAFETY INSPECTIONS
 ELECTRICAL MAINTENANCE
 LIGHTING SOLUTIONS
 EMERGENCY ELECTRICAL SERVICES

We are ever-expanding and looking to build good 
working relationships with new and existing customers. 

Our team of skilled electricians are here 
to cater to all your electrical needs. 

Please call or email for lighting advice, to 
place an order or request a free brochure

Open 9.30am to 5pm Monday to Friday 
9.30am to 4pm Saturday  

Closed Sunday and bank holidays 

LARGE RANGE OF MODERN  
& TRADITIONAL STYLES

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR LIGHTING

52 South Street, Bridport DT6 3NN
01308 422318 info@bridportlighting.co.uk

www.bridportlighting.co.uk

Want to shout about your 
business? Advertise in  

The Bridge and land on 5,800 
doormats across Bridport!



HELP IN YOUR HOME
Home help available for immediate start,
with regular hours to suit, in Bridport and  

the surrounding area. Friendly, honest, reliable  
service with established local company.

Tel: 07749 012791
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DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL & MARINE
Alarms, CCTV, PATs, rewires, etc (no callout fee)
01308 422331 / 07590 995353
Email: info@rnstephenson.co.uk
Web: www.rnstephenson.co.uk

BRIDPORT AUCTION (est. 25 years)

• Free valuation for auctions
• Probate & insurance valuations

Email: info@bridportauctionhouse.com
Tel: 01308 459400

No. 1 St Michael’s Trading Estate, Bridport

• Property clearance services

General garden maintenance

Lawns, hedges and borders
Patios pressure-washed

Call Matt 07775 727066
Email: mwtatt2024@gmail.com

WILLS INTERIORS
MADE TO MEASURE CURTAINS 

BLINDS 
SOFT FURNISHINGS

Choose fabrics, tracks & poles 
from your own home

Measuring & fitting service

Based in Bridport with over  
25 years’ experience

Call Rachael on 07940 785566 
or email info@willsinteriors.co.uk 

www.willsinteriors.co.uk
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We Care For You by  
Caring About You

Daley Home Care, backed  
by years of the very highest  
quality experience, is ready  

to look after you.

Contact: Mark Roberts, Daley Home Care
01308 898345 email: office@daleyhomecare.co.uk 

Whatever your needs, our superbly trained carers 
will ensure the dignity and respect you deserve as we 
assist you to remain independent in your own home. 
We provide the very best service every day of the year, 
at a time and frequency that suits you.

We offer a complete range of services from personal 
care to cleaning, cooking and shopping. Now providing 
full live-in care.
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A & G Garage Doors

01305 773313 / 07743 649346

www.aandggaragedoors.co.uk
aandgdoors@yahoo.com

Our well-established business has 
been trading for many years in 
Weymouth and Portland, and  
has now expanded to Bridport  

and the surrounding area.

We supply and fit products from Fortdoors, 
Garage Door Systems, Alutech, Hormann, 

Garador, UK Doors, JDUK and more. We also 
install remote operators for existing garage 

doors, and repair doors from leading brands.
Contact us for a free, no-obligation estimate.

Installations, repairs  
& remote operators



If your back goes out 
more than you do, 
contact us for help 

with muscular  
aches and pains

Twist and Shout

Osteopathic Health Centre

01308 427033 / 459996
www.lizaadams.co.uk

32 South Street, Bridport DT6 3NQ

CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST
Stephen Waplington MSSCh/MBChA

Friendly, professional treatment
in the comfort of your own home 

Please call 01308 456724
HCPC registered – number 20529

FURNITURE RESTORATION
Antique restoration & bespoke furniture

Furniture carefully restored &  
new commissions undertaken  

French polishing & modern hand finishes
Phil Meadley 01297 560335

phil.meadley@btinternet.com


